i story 


A Short  History  of 
the  Young  Communist 
Intern  ation  al 


Young  Communist  International 
1927  London:  YCLGB 

46p. 


x o u n g 

Communist 

International 


A SHORT  HISTORY 
OF  THE  YOUNG 
COMMUNIST 
INTERNATIONAL 


* 


♦ 


YOUNG  COMMUNJST  LEAGUE 
38  Great  Ormond  Street,  London,  W.C.  L 


CONTENTS 


I'RIMH)  IN  I'.NCl  \N1>  BY  TMC 
POKKIT  I'RliSS,  LIMITED 
{T.U.  THROUGHOUT) 
68-70  LA  NT  ST., 
LONDON, 

S.E.I. 


Page 

I.  The  Birth  of  the  Proletarian  Youth  Movement  5 

II.  The  International  Federation  of  Socialist  Youth 

Organisations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

III.  The  Establishment  of  the  Young  Communist 

Internationa]  12 

IV.  The  Transition  of  the  Y.C.I.  to  Special  Youth 

Questions  16 

V.  I he  Y.C.I.  During  the  Capitalist  Offensive  ...  18 

VI.  The  Intensification  of  the  New  Course 

VII,  On  the  Road  to  Itolshevisation 

VIII.  Transition  to  Mass  Work 


25 


* i * 


27 


37 


A SHORT  HISTORY  OF 

THE  Y.C.I. 


I THE  BIRTH  OF  THE  PROLETARIAN 
YOUTH  MOVEMENT 

Tim  birth  of  the  proletarian  youth  organisations  coin- 
cided with  the  entry  of  European  capitalism  into  an 
imperialist  phase.  The  immediate  causes  of  the  birth 
were  cut rv  of  wider  circles  of  vomit  into  industrv  and  sharpen- 
nig  of  the  competitive  struggle  which  draws  cheap  labour 
power  from  the  ranks  of  the  young  workers,  the  accentuation 
of  militarism,  which  is  particularly  hard  on  young  workers  in 
the  army,  and  the  awakening  of  political  consciousness  among 
the  youth  which  has  gained  its  economic  and  political  indepen- 
dence. 

Commensurate  with  these  causes,  the  following  spheres  of 
activity  occupy  first  place  in  the  first  proletarian  youth  organj- 
*»tion  : (i)  struggle  for  the  improvement  of  the  economic 
position  of  the  youth  ; (ii)  struggle  against  militarism  ; (iii) 

Socialist  self-education, 

TWO  TYPKS  OF  THE  MOVEMENT 

1 he  youth  organisations  established  at  the  end  of  the  last 
tcntury  can  Ixr  divided  in  two  groups,  one  of  which  turned 
ns  Mention  mainly  to  the  anti-militaristic  struggle,  whereas 

olher  concentrated  on  defence  of  the  economic  demands  of 
me  youth. 

n v ^ie  following  organisations  belong  to  the  first  group  : 
u} ; °tmg  Guards  ” of  Belgium  {established  in  18S6-18S9),  the 
Socialist  Youth  League  M of  Sweden  (established  in  xSc>s) , 
ft  Socialist  Youth  ” of  Switzerland  (established  in  iqoo)* 
t,ie  41  Italian  Socialist  Youth  Federation  ” (established  in 
the  **  Social -Democratic  Youth  League  ” of  Norway 
(established  in  1902),  the  41  Socialist  Youth  *'  of  Spain  (cstab- 
kshed  in  1903),  the  " Young  Workers’  League  " of  South 
Lcnriany  (established  in  1904). 
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To  the  second  group  belonged  the  “ Young  Work  r * 
League  ” of  Austria  (established  in  1S94)  and  the" 

tion  of  Fvree  Youth  Leagues  ’’  of  North  Germany  (established 
in  1904-5). 

In  some  countries  .syndicalist  and  anarchist  currents  made 
their  appearance  among  the  youth.  These  currents  kd  to 
splits  in  the  existing  youth  organisations. 


II.  THE  INTERNATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF 
SOCIALIST  YOUTH  ORGANISATIONS 

The  year  1907  brought  with  it  a new  stage  in  the  prole- 
tarian youth  movement,  a distinguishing  feature  of  which  was 
the  establishment  of  an  international  federation  lutwccn  the 
existing  youth  organisations  and  the  accentuation  of  the  strug- 
gle between  reformism  and  Bolshevism  for  the  youth  organisa- 
tions. 

HOSTILE  ATTITUDE  OF  PARTIES  AND  TRADE  I NioNS 

From  the  beginning  of  the  youth  movement  the  Social- 
Democratic  Parties  and  the  trade  unions  adopted  a negative 
attitude  towards  it.  At  that  time  the  working  voutii  created 
its  organisations  against  the  will  of  the  official  I’arty  Lxecut.ie 
and  associated  itself  with  the  Left-wing  of  the  parties. 


the  first  international  BUREAU  ok 
YOUTH  ORGANISATIONS 

At  the  beginning  of  1907,  thanks  to 


the  initiative  <M  the 
. Inter* 


"‘“'.11  vumianvs  i\.an  J vie  ounce  111  ami  i.wiwij;  y;  ' 

many)  ami  Henrik  dc  Man  (Belgium)  belonged.  1 h*s 
established  connection  with  the  individual  countries  am  1 • 
pared  an  International  Conference. 

The  First  Jnlentationai  Youth  Cunjennee  {Stuttgart,  'V'~] 

1 he  first  International  Conference  of  the  S>ci ■ lif,t 
UTgarfisation  was  held  from  August  24  to  26.  1007,  «>  ' U ' 

«£•  tira“c.dialcly  after  the  International  Socialist  Cong^. 
T.,0)fy  d*W;atC3  w«rc  present,  who  represented  the 

^ °f  Germany,  Belgium,  Austria,  Sweden  Italv,  M11'3' 
Bohemia,  Switzerland,  Holland,  Hungary  and  ’ Australia. 


7 


A short  jiistokv  of  the  V.C.l. 

,VST  INTERNATIONA  I-  PROCRAM  ME  OF 
1I,E  } rr.RitN  VOUTII  MOVEMENT 

TIiK,K"r  . 1 n w.jth  the  following  questions:  an  1- 

The  Conference  <kaU  w >f  thc  workjnJr  youth  and 

mi  iuri.t. , youth  organisations,  rlit  decision 

V.l.ri  p«i«U  enMitute  the  first  International 

^ Action  of  thc  proletarian  youth  mo.cmcnt.  In 
arc  thc  (terms  lor  thc  subsequent  tacucs  of  the 

entire  revolutionary  youth  movement. 

Thc  Conference  declared  that  it  was  necessary  to  have 
separate  proletarian  youth  organisations,  it  associated  itselt 
with  the  decisions  of  the  preceding  Stuttgart  Congress  of  the 
Second  International  with  regard  to  the  war  question,  it  elab- 
orated the  first  programme  of  action  of  action  of  the  Youth 
Leagues  for  the  economic  struggle  (bringing  forward  mini- 
mum demands,  establishment  of  youth  protection  commis- 
sions, inclusion  of  youth  demands  in  wage  agreements)  and 
laid  thc  foundation  for  thc  revolutionary  educational  pro- 
gramme of  the  working  youth  (education  through  participation 
m the  struggle). 

WE\K  JOINTS  OF  TltF;  ORGANISATION 

1 he  Conference  failed  to  give  the  International  Federation 
"f  Socialist  Youth  Organisations  a sound  organisational  form, 
h limited  itself  to  forming  an  International  Bureau  consisting 
w five  members  resident  in  different  countries,  which  subse- 
quently proved  its  incapacity  for  practical  work. 

Temporary  Stagnation  of  thc  Youth  Movement 

I he  First  International  Conference  was  followed  bv  a 
ptricni  of  temporary  stagnation  of  the  movement.  The  defeat 
? t”16  ^rst  Russian  Revolution  caused  great  depression  in  thc 
Ur  movement  and  helped  the  reformist  currents  to  gain  a 
^i' Uigur  a,'d  even  a leading  influence.  One  of  the  consequences 
lcsc  cvents  was  thc  destruction  of  the  independence  of  the 
* ,,  1 movement  in  some  countries  and  its  subordination  to 

v reformist  party  leadership.  The  greatest  sufferer  in  this 
, "as  the  German  youth  movement,  whose  groups  were 
[’■  rH‘l  “n<lcr  tile  leadership  of  adults  and  were  robbed  of  their 
Political  character.  The  I>utch  youth  movement  was  rimiFirK- 
“inverted  into  a branch  of  the  Social-Dcinocratie 


8 


a short  history  of  thk  y c i 

iIk-  control  of  adults.  Also  in  Austria  the  Svi  il  h 
Party  managed  to  keep  the  Youth  League  stSflt  «^°C^.lt!c 
cal.  Only  the  youth  organisations  of  halv,  Swedeu  andlc*1" 
way  retained  their  political  character.  ' 1 Nt*r‘ 

INACTIVITY  OF  THK  INTERNATIONAL  BUREAU 

In  the  International  this  change  i„  the  vouth  movent 
tound  expression  m the  Second  International  Youth  Confcrcnc, 
which  was,  on  the  whole,  of  a rather  non-political  character 
and  at  which  Robert  Danneberg,  the  follower  of  the  reformist 
Austrian  Social -Democracy,  was  elected  International  Sccic- 
tar\\  An  attempt  was  also  made  to  subordinate  the  Interna- 
tional Bureau  of  the  youth  movement  to  the  Secretariat  of  the 
Second  International  (1*512).  However,  the  decision  on  this 
proposal  was  postponed. 

At  the  beginning  of  1914,  the  Youth  International  had  15 
organisations  with  170,000  me  mini  rs. 

/tifrnm/ioiijf  Connections  during  the  IForid  11’tU 

Another  strong  impetus  was  given  to  the  movement 
during  the  World  War,  when  it  once  more  assumed  promi- 
nently Political  activity.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  most 
of  the  proletarian  youth  organisations  adopted  the  policy  of  lie 
revolutionary  struggle  against  war. 

THE  YOUTH  IN  THK  WORLD  WAR 

*1  he  reasons  for  this  attitude  of  the  youth  were  mainly  as 
follows  : (i)  Mass  inclusion  of  the  working  youth  in  industry 
m place  of  adult  workers,  (ii)  absence  of  a labour  aristocracy 
among  the  youth,  (ijj)  absence  of  prolonged  reformist  intl'-i- 
ence  prevailing  in  the  parlies. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war  the  loose  connection  between  tj* 
orgamsations  was  hroken.  The  International  Bureau  and  A< 
secretary  were  inactive. 

rkmjmitrjn  op  international  connections 

colours  of  son,c  of  ^c  Leagues  went  with  fly*? 

France  Z A Sf  * C?*?p  , of  ihc  Sociali st  pa t r iol s <<  lertu an y; 
Socialist  Youth*  t,a  * -lni‘  a considerable  majority  of  11 
militarist  rcmai"«l  loyal  to  their  aott- 

nections  over  th  .nary  past  ami  endeavoured  to  resume  '■°ri 
end  the  International  Bureau  M f 

I9M  the  Executives  of  the  Youth  Leagues  of  Italy. 
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. , Switzerland  endeavoured  to  organise  an 

gcandiiW''**  a,1<  i*  ‘ nr,. rcncc  At  the  beginning  °f  f9i5 

made  their  appearance  ... 

f*  r 3Ttte  ^iul-patriolic  leadership  ((.ermany. 

1 t.  ft®  JL  ■■  *■ 

Austria.  France). 


flu  Berne  Conf • rente 


Th(.  Jttempts  made  in  various  quarters  to  organise  3 
r 1 - 1 funllv  in  April  191  >,  to  a meeting  of  delegate. 
7!S^  rf  .he  ln"cn.a.i4.al  ^deration.  The  Interna- 
tm\  Youth  Conference,  which  took  place  in  Bcrnc(Switzcr- 
laad)  was  attended  by  16  delegates  from  ten  countries  Italy, 
Sweden,  Norway , Denmark,  Holland,  Switzerland,  Bulgaria, 
Germany  — representing  opposition  groups  — Poland  and 
Ruv-h  — vouth  representatives  of  the  Social- 1 X-tnocraue 
parties  there).  Altogether  they  had  33.000  members  behind 


SEVoUTIoNARY  ACTION  AGAINST  THE  WAR 

This  Conference  was  the  first  meeting  of  representatives 
of  Socialist  organisations  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  In 
spite  t.f  some  shortcomings,  which  were  subsequently  over- 
come, the  Conference  took  up  a correct  and  revolutionary 
attitude  to  the  majority  of  the  most  important  questions.  It 
(Trlircd  itself  emphatically  against  social -patriotism,  placed 
l.c  sections  under  the  obligations  of  international  solidarity 
;f'r  revolutionary  action  against  the  war  (International  Youth 
*'ay'  and  re-established  the  international  organisation  on  a 
and  sounder  basis.  It  appointed  a new  International 
Hureau  and  nominated  Comrade  \V.  Munzenburg  its  secretary. 

>'E\K  POINTS  OF  THE  CONFERENCE 

, 1 he  political  weak  points  of  the  Conference  were  : it 

‘ailed  to  draw  from  a correct  analysis  of  the  war  and  the  alti- 
■■I'lv  of  Social -Democracy  the  necessary  organisational  con- 
tusion, namely,  a break  with  Social-Democracy  and  the 
establishment  of  Communist  Parties  and  a Communist  Inter- 
national ; it  included  in  its  decisions  a demand  for  complete 
' tsarmament  and  the  ending  of  the  war  by  the  ruling  class. 

ft 

f b 1’  Straggle  0/  (he  Youth  /nfci'jialioilui  .-Iguinsf  flic  11‘ar 
After  the  Berne  Conference  the  International  Federation 


' *,l“RT  mSTuKv  T.IH  VCi 

^ v I 4 


Belgium,  the  opixwitinn  against  the  i''\  ‘T'  A,“W*:*tf 

*“  *'»•  l>»n.JLri  SilSEZ  ilSESf  ** 

nm  ^'TKRNATIOXAL  VOVTII  DAY 

conduct  S'"  Bur.,. 

war.  The  International  V ,i  n tb'mo»>tr»tnms  gainst  the 
of  the  liiiemif  i™  li  v ^ mU  l 1 >avs-  aecortlmg  to  tbc  slogans 

tral  but  iUo  In  , h'  / ^aU’  WCre  heW  1,01  0,1  Iv  il!  thcTcu- 
the  W « r b?11,ficrcnt  countries,  They  arc  among 
<5 \!ht K ?i  an  international  character  during  the  wir, 

it.,  vjii'  llc  revoJut'onary  labour  movement  can  boast,  tn 
annne'i *1^crcnt  tries  the  Italian  Lvalue  ami  the  (term!! 

!OI\  VV,Cre  tat  ^lc  °f  these  demonstration sT  The 

__  -Vl1?  ? International  Bureau  was  supported  hv  the 
*V:«J  Polished  by  it,  The  Vou/A  /rrfmta/ ioiial,  which 
i>  i ?inc(,  Wticles  written  by  some  of  the  most  prominent 
s cv,k  leaders  of  the  international  labour  movement* 

The  Youth  International  at  the  End  of  the  li  ar 

th  * ^1C  **Jcn!as*nS  opposition  of  the  mass  of  the  workers  to 
I™!  Vsa^*  1 , accentuation  of  struggles  of  principles  in  the 
mernattonal  the  victory  of  the  Russian  Revolution  and  the 
V...;CJ  ° revolutions  in  Central  liurope,  accelerated  in  the 

Im  ir«  ™>vc®ci^s  the  final  transition  of  the  sections  of  the 
Pi  nail  Vt/*1  federation  to  the  Communist  standpoint- 
iJd  t v.  ..  .eslaW^hniciit  of  the  Third  International  siffd- 
parting  of  the  ways  for  the  whole  youth  movement# 

orcanisations  affiliated 

T T,lK  T,IIRt>  INTERNATIONAL 

V * 


movement  ^uniuicr  of  1917  the  first  separate  young  worker > 
itself  unn-si-rv  *j^taW,fhcd  in  Russia , which  soon  idciiltf*£ 
Party  and  rS1!^  the  standpoint  of  the  IJolshevik 

Your,:  Co  nlnunUt  l11'  * Vstablisl»nem  of  the  A1I-Rus*» 

l"  (V  ,lnui,st  League  m October  101S 

•worUitiK  U-°  «“"«"*•  within  the  opposition  in 

**  > mh  orSa*n*atton  amalgamated  into  one  united 
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, i.v  Socialist  Youth  of  Germany.  *« 
••  ftdtptfon  of  t,K‘  1 in  the  Young  Workers 

orgaoSd  the  U ague  of  the  **  Lommuiust 
l.tagut  e!  Af1  /;  l i;i  *’  In  January,  it)*9.  the  Hun- 
l-r..!ftana«  °J  A / . . JAii  oil  from  the  .Soeial- 

RIWB r't  i%r,v  and  established  the  Communist  Young 

of  Hungary.  In  April,  i9>9.  ‘he  Young 

S KUcacuenf  Switzerland  decided  to  athliate  to  the 

Third  Ir.tvriisrtional.  The  same  was  done  in  May.  y«*b> 
the  Social-lA-moc ratio  Youth  League  of  Bulgaria.  1 ^ Soc 
Democratic  Youth  Leagues  of  Sweden  and  Norway  also  aftili- 
ati-.i  to  the  Third  International  in  the  spring  of  t9,9-  } 

(Xtober  the  Young  Socialist  League  of  Italy  followed  their 
The  Vmim.  Communist  League  of  \ ugoslavia 


In  view  of  this  development  of  the  sections,  thc^  decisions 
c-i  the  Berne  Conference  soon  proved  inadequate.  The  Youth 
International  was  lagging  behind  the  development  of  its 

Leagues. 


WEAK  SKINT.  (IK  INTERNATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS,  1918*19. 

(hie  reason  for  this  lagging  behind — and  also  for  the  ab- 
H-rvt  ( i an  official  attitude  to  the  establishment  of  the  T bird 
International  which  had  taken  place  in  the  meantime  was 
t“‘.  interruption  of  international  work  owing  to  the  arrest  of 
Comrade  Mtmzenburg  and  the  persecution  of  tl’.e  Swiss  coni  - 
rides  who  had  liven  put  in  charge  of  the  international  work  in 
kis  place.  A brief  revival  of  the  activity  of  the  International 
hxceulive  of  the  Youth  International  took  place  in  December, 
*9*8*  A rump.session  of  the  International  Bureau,  held  in 
Berlin,  decided  (temporarily)  to  transfer  the  secretarial  work 
l Germany  and  to  resume  the  publication  of  the  Voufb 
bill’ r na( i'liiul.  But  the  renewed  arrests  of  the  comrades  en* 
trotted  with  this  work  put  a stop  to  it. 

•’■'•ToRTS  To  cau.  an  international  congress 

The  temporary  disability  of  the  International  Bureau  re- 
su't«d  in  the  initiative  being  transferred — as  in  the  beginning 
the  war— to  the  most  active  sections.  While  from  Basle, 
Swiss  comrades  made  efforts  to  call  an  international  confer- 
Vienna,  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  the  organisational 
‘luv*  and  tbs  political  inactivity  of  the  Executive  of  the 
^outh  International,  negotiations  were  carried  on  lie  tween 
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Woscxhv  (where  at  that  time  tlu-re  Mere  re  nr.  • 

'mith  Leagues  of  Oernrmv  •>»  i t ' HrfM*mat!ves  of  ,1.. 

Kcl  Budapest  for  the  pitr^ 

Noung  Lorn  in  uni. st  Conference  in  the  latter  I,,K'rna'lf™t 
Tilt.  VIENNA  INTERNATIONAL  COX1- ERK.SYK 

These  various  efforts  finally  led  to  the  hohUn..  f . 
icrnuluinal  Youth  Conference ' in  Vienna  {*""  !?' 

? ■ l,  Ma’  f,crmany,  Poland,  Hungary,  Italv  and  u0 
; USl  "a"  leagues).  The  Vienna  Conference  decided  to  call 

i : !i  ^ Ual  °.mh  Votigreas.  In  this  connection  it  was 
coded  not  to  invite  the  soeial-pat riot ie  leagues.  A pro- 
visional committee  was  formed  which  took  upon  itself  ah® 
the  duties  of  the  International  Secretarial. 

HI.  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OP  THE  YOUNG 
COMM  UN  I ST  I N TE  R N ATI  ON  A L 


— Jr  J/r  ■ ■ *■  ■ * V*  %,*  * k * I Tfa.  v « n jr  i * ^ f ■»*  -m  v * JP 

representing  1 4 countries,  which  had  229,000  meinlx-i*  in 
* Leagues  (Russia,  Germany,  Italy,  Sweden,  Norway* 
Switzerland,  Austria,  Poland,  Hungary,  Rumania,  Spain, 
cmnark  and  oppositional  groups  from  Czccho-Slovak-a1. 

THK  BERLIN  PROGRAMME 

* ^ he  inain  task  of  the  Congress  consisted  in  extvn  T.up 

the  political  dcvelon 


* ^ he  in  am  task  of  1 1 ic  Congress  consisted  in  cxtc-^’-^S 

ie  political  development,  which  hrul  taken  place  during  tl.e 
last  lew  years  in  the  individual  Sections  of  the  International 
^(iteration,  to  the  International.  By  constituting  itself  as  3 
ougress  of  the  Young  Communist  International,  the  !'->• 
1unrc‘?cr\cdI-V  adopted  the  platform  of  the  lateral- 
tjon  1 aiii  'in  In  ter  national  programme  for  the  new  Interne* 
^ i*  . ‘ * K inost  important  ixiint  of  this  nmctramnic  was  it> 


ingress  of  the  Young  Communist  International!  the  I':*>k 
won^ss  unr^erved^  adopted  the  platform  of  the  Intern^ 

in*erTnarional  programme  for  thc  new  Interna* 
, lilc  most  important  point  of  tins  programme  was  it* 
dissoeiat  Hart‘  ,Jn  the  Young  Communist  Intcmatiosal 
th^f.,UClf  fmm  thc  social-patriots,  as  well  as  f«>W 

foremost"  *1.  ^*”irC<  aMr.- ^ l*lc  yo#th  organisations  first  mid 

s ’ of  political  struggle  for  Communist  aims. 

^5^™,SHMENt  <>F  ™n  young 
COMMUNIST  international 

Alongside  tins  new,  clear  political  standpoint  was  a scries 
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, • ; wms  The  loose  International  Fcdera- 

ta  dcciMons.  1»<-  national,  at  the 


utivc 


questions  Mere  ” j”  only  exception  Mas  the 

S ll-militiriiin.  the  final  discussion  of  which  was, 
however,  transferred  to  the  next  Bureau  session. 

THE  WEAK  POiXTS  OF  THE  DECISIONS 

The  weak  points  of  the  decisions  of  thc  Berlin  Congress 
lac  in  regard  to  thc  relation  of  the  youth  movement  to  the 
Coamunist  International  and  its  Parties,  it  drew  conc  isions 
onlv  from  the  development  of  the  past  few  years ; it  m«  not 
take  into  account  sufficiently  the  development  which  took 
place  in  tlic  Communist  Parties  after  the  hirst  Congress  or 
the  Communist  International  ami  thereby  impeded  the  clear- 
ing up  of  the  relations  between  the  \ oung  Communist 
Leagues  and  the  Communist  Parties  in  the  period  which 
directly  followed  thc  Congress.  The  over-estimation  of  the 
r.'h  of  the  Young  Communist  organisations  as  independent 
political  organisations  side  by  side  with  the  Parties  ot  the 
ad  lilts,  was  commensurate  with  a certain  under-estimation  of 
the  special  youth  tasks  of  the  Leagues.  This  undcr-estima- 
uon  was  expressed  in  thc  discussions  of  thc  Congress  through 
opposition  of  the  representatives  of  various  Leagues  to 
emphasis  given  to  the  necessity  of  special  educational 
'^oik  within  thc  youth  organisations* 

I t'c  ( ^rgdiiisfliioimi  t oust  ruction  of  the  Young  Communist 

International 

1 he  ncwlvHrlccted  lixcc utivc  of  the  International,  which 
?ia^t  its  centre  in  Berlin,  concentrated  its  attention  on  apply- 
IJ}8  the  Berlin  decisions  in  organisational  ways*  Between 
December,  1919,  and  thc  spring  of  1921,  a considerable 
majority  of  the  existing  proletarian  youth  leagues  was  m- 
*Wdtto  adopt  the  programme  of  the  Y.C.L,  and  numerous 
organisations  were  established. 

111  K SECTIONS  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLU 

Dircctlv  after  thc  Berlin  Congress,  thc  following 


1 /.agues 
to  the 


rXichtai  represented  therefore  jffiUatcd 

Y C 1 the  Young  C-ommumst  Leagues  of  \ ugo- 


^ A Stliiity  HmTukv  * 

o „ , RV  OF  THE  y.c  1 

Mtivmk  Huh.  irj*  r,  *. 

New  orK.un.atu*;,,  a a«d  U*„ 

,M!s:  t,rvul  Britain  (through  fusion  "f  * ‘C  fo,iov‘inK  «oau- 
Unan  youth  organisations  in 

Mexteo,  South  Africa  ,,„i  t ; ^ **  GiS 


Mexico.  Sou th  Tf  ’,U,MC‘  Kd;"1'1*  K-IGff 

KH,va.  ^ 

t AitVPDM  - VlUilg. 


Jim  Vfiina. 

tAWUW  OF  CENTRIST  LEAGUES 

efTons^ith^rt  toZ""!'"  .°f  ,hcYC-1  "»*  spcci.1 

i-kuc.5  as  -A^y  xihn?  r'riM  s 

tuo  nlr  t Uvr?  Von  f,‘r  lhc  Y C I ^ this  manner  fl£ 

Crech  “ Cwchofilowdd*  (German  and 

Finland  ^kl'V  ^ Young  Socialist  League  of  France  a-d 

I'lrmi  ‘ ,Lca8uc  of  the  Socialist  Proletarian  Youth  <4 

tii/  r -y  1<,^k'i^ntk*nt>  a'nl  the  Socialist  Youth  League  of 
the  l mted  States  of  North  America 


DEVELOPMENT  OF  THK  APPARATUS 

a m. 


A 1 I’AKATUS 

v^]1  OTgwisatiooal  development  of  the  See* 
thii  rn.li  v was  the  development  and  consolidation  of 

tiiT  -in  iu  apparatus*  Correspondence  between  the  Kxeett* 
in  jir.Ii  ^ r C International  and  the  Sections  was  established 
sc»l#T  kvif^eilormous  difficulties  (closing  of  frontiers)  on  a 
from  ° J®*®*"11  itJ  Youth  International.  Apart 

» Periodical  orpanK.  tin*  W**wli  I'tiL  iinfr  mj/  nd 


fro m 7l  ° >n  the  Youth  International.  Apart 

hu.rnn/;  I^ri  exit  cal  organs,  the  I'oufb  Inltnialiotuil  and 
numthlv  1!!j  ^oul}t  CorresfH>ttde$tcrt  which  were  published 

her  of  in  J uV*^'  ltn  ^J>’s  respectively,  a considerable  nom* 

>f  ^"Phlcts  and  leaflets  were  published. 

Till1'  A ttlL'H  . 


THE  ^KST  bureau  session 

national  first  half-yearly  activity  of  the  Inter- 

Umt  phuc  r-  *■  r,uucd  up  at  the  first  Bureau  Session,  which 


national  wer<»  » nrst  half-yearly  activity  of  the  Inter- 

Jg*  Place  in  Ber’hn ‘f rllm  V £f  first  Bureau  ^ioiiwhkh 
Surfon  laid  down  1L  , “,June  9 to  *3.  19*>.  The  Bureau 
tn*t  leagues  brnnom  /urthcr  tactica  with  regard  to  the  ccn- 
tbe  Ki,.,  r«  :_  rouE,u  to  * conclusion  the  liicriij^mfi  begun 


trisi  leagues  brrmM.?  #lurl,lcr  tactic*  with  regard  to  tin 
the  First  C«nmJf  ^tl1  conclusion  the  discussion  begin.  - 
‘ more  prixi.se  forn,11*  a question  of  anti-militarism.  g*'* 
Youth  Leagues  to  tin*  V»  _*?  q^c*lion  of  the  relation  of  the 
stantoUy  beyond  the  however,  going  sub- 

MlU  _i  . ■ I-lSIfJtJj  tv*-  . ft. if!*' f*  - 


Manually  beyond  the  deck it>n ■ °U^ 1 b^cvcr*  Koin«  *uh; 

Si^CTqia-**d  ,hc  ork-,ni^*  TJT  by  tllc  First  Congress) 
naI  ‘consolidation  of \|J s,  * S™5*u,»  of  the  J>*tcrna’ 

"c  ■«1»-**«tari.u  i„  Vienna. 


t short  history  «k  the  y.c.i.  1 

i \tl(scow  improvement  of  publishing  ac*,v,5Y 

2f^^W<5S»ra  connection  bct»«n  .he 

EC."  »cd  the  Sections). 

T«t  WTUL1ATKWAL  YOUTH 
amOBKi  is  MOSCOW 

Tie  first  BnK.ni  Scjshw  «»>  .xmunucJ  at  an  . tterM- 
tiecti  conference  of  youth  represenU Uves  which  took  pUoj 
iTTuly -August,  1920,  during  the  Session  of  the  S«^ontl 
Cooirew  of  the  Comintern  in  Moscow.  Tins  Conference 
fait  with  the  attitude  of  the  Y.C.I.  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Satnd  Congress  of  the  Comintern  and  the  further  clearing 
u?  of  the  relation  between  the  youth  organisations  and  the 
pirtb.  Do  the  strength  of  the  pr  ;«  *ds  at  this  Conference 
the  EC, CX  passed  a resolution  on  relations  between  the 
V CX.  and  the  Party. 

w 

SXTWNATIONAL  CONFER  EMCES  IN 

rtw:T  u'li  u-cev  ctiti/ihi? 


The  popularisation  of  the  ideas  of  the  Y.C.I.  among  pro- 
!cumn  youth  organisations  was  again  discussed  at  a series 
of  iuLtraaiional  conferences  which  took  place  in  1920  and 
Q21  (Three  conferences  for  the  youth  organisations  of 
South-East  Europe  which  took  place  in  Vienna  on  May*  16th- 
jith*  19^0,  December  15,  1920,  and  February  26,  1921 1 and 
-wo  conferences  for  the  West- European  Leagues  : May  ao( 
*92u(  m Milan , and  November  2S-29,  1920,  in  Luxemburg* 

■ ^ ft* ginning  of  fhr  Rt~organisaticm  of  thf  Y.C.I*  With  u 

view  to  the  Ni'W  Youth  Tasks 


A discussion  started  in  the  autumn  of  1920  in  the  ^ *C*I. 
the  extension  of  the  activity  of  the  Young  Communist 
■ * < in  the  sphere  of  special  y*outh  questions. 

DISCUSSIONS 

Afi^wnt  connected  sa  itla  the  conversion  of  the  Young 

Leagues  into  mass  organisations  with  the  tela- 
of  the  Y.C.L.  to  the  C.P.  and  the  tasks  and  methods  of 
^rononitc  struggle  were  fully  discussed  in  the  central 
the  Yourii  t viirntali^tiaf t and  in  a number  of  League 

organs, 

rtoroatus  of  the  Russian 
0lTXr*  communist  league 

With  regard  to  the  relation  of  the  Y.CX.  to  the  Party,  a 
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serious  diverfiencc  of  opinion  an.sc  between  the  Rllt. 
Young  Communist  League  and  the  K C Y C ! tk  i>  ,n 
Yotta|{  Communist  U-a^c  .IccMed  c„  No.Vmbl,  £*2 
place  before  the  Y.C.I.  a fundamental  new  regulatio^fi 
relation,  which  amounted  to  the  political  subordination  of  th 
i oung  Communist  Leagues  to  the  leadership  of  the  parti« 
of  their  respective  countries  accompanied  by  the  retention  of 
organisational  independence.  The  Russian’  Youth  organise 
tiou  connected  this  question  also  with  the  question  of  the  pla« 
where  the  Second  Congress  was  to  lx*  field  and  of  the  centre 
of  the  E.C.,  Y.C.I.,  proposing  in  both  eases  Moscow  instead 
ot  Berlin.  In  order  to  settle  this  divergence  of  opinion,  the 
K.C.,  Y.C.I.  sent  in  February,  1921  a special  delegation  to 
Moscow,  on  whose  return,  however,  the  Executive  Committee 
still  insisted  on  calling  the  Second  Congress  in  Germany,  in 
April,  1921. 

IV.  ' TRANSITION  OF  THK  Y.C.I.  TO  THE 

SPECIAL  YOUTH  QUESTIONS 

THE  JENA  YOUTH  CONGRESS 

The  Second  Congress  of  the  Y.C.I  was  to  rake  place  ■* 
Berlin,  in  April,  1921.  Its  agenda  contained  first  and  fore- 
most  the  questions  which  had  been  the  subject  of  discusssw 
during  the  last  months  in  the  Y.C.I.  : press,  economic  strap 
gte,  educational  work  and  anti-militarism.  The  Congress  *** 


gte,  educational  work  and  anti-militarism.  The  Congress  ^ 
opened  on  April  6th  in  Jena,  after  the  proposal  of  the  rtj>rc- 
«entati ves  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  of  k usm* 
Latvia,  Lithuania  and  Bulgaria  of  the  Conference  constitute. ns 
itself  as  international  conference  and  transferring  the  beeva 

Congress  to  Moscow,  had  Ijccii  rejected  by  a ni.'ijont>  c 
ci  sion. 

About  100  delegates  were  present,  who  represented  * 
Luropcan  and  American  Leagues  except  those  of  a* 

I ortugaL  The  Russian  Young  Communist  t;-*, 

represented  only  by  its  permanent  representative  in  the  L* 
!*eagC  CommitUse ; there  were  no  delegates  from  the 

the  political  platform  of  the 

JKXA  CONGRESS 

of  thch:^'8rcff  did  r°-  RTt  *®y  further  than  the  first  item 
e agenda  . tlie  political  situation  throughout  the  world* 
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.*  which  were  transferred  on  April 

A,',cr  illegality,  tlie  Congress  passed  a 

«otb  io  Bcrh»/or  reasons  of  lhe  - theory  of 

ie$olatieo  wbteh  P , . . represented  at  that  time 

This  rcsota- 

by  a miDoritv  erroneous  fundamental  political 

SjSX  up  by  .he  Sections  ami  t .he  IixccUfve  of  the 

YCi:"‘^urr April  ...1.  after  it  had  become 
known  to  it  that  the  K.C.C.L  supported  the  proposa jl  « of  tlie 
Young  Communist  League  of  Russia  to  postpone  the  Co 
cre*s  and  to  combine  it  with  the  Third  Congress  of  the  Com- 
iotern.  The  E.C.C.L  had  arrived  at  this  decision  because 
h attached  considerable  political  importance  to  the  question  of 
the  meeting  place  of  the  Congress. 

THE  SECOND  CONGRESS  OF  THE 
YX.l.  IN  MOSCOW 

The  continuation  of  the  Second  Congress — namely,  the 
real  Second  Congress  took  place  in  Moscow  from  June  9 to 
23.  The  actual  Congress  was  preceded  by  numerous  partial 
negotiations,  during  which  the  problems  which  luid  cropped 
up  m ihe  course  of  the  past  few  months  were  thoroughly  dis- 
ctissed-  All  these  negotiations,  as  well  as  the  Session  of  the 
Congress  itself,  were  held  under  the  political  influence 
o:  the  work  of  the  Third  Congress  of  the  Comintern,  in  which 
tx  youth  delegates  actively  participated.  During  these  dis- 
the  Ltiiru  u > *>1  the  fundamental  political  standpoint 
tT » a considerable  number  of  the  decisions  of 
e Frurd  Longre^s  being  devoted  to  refuting  the  offensive 
neon*  and  to  bringing  forward  the  slogan  : 44  Nearer  to  the 
asscst  Capture  of  the  Majority  of  the  Proletary  at.* f 

THE  YOUTH  QUESTION  AT  THE 
THIRD  CONGRESS  OF  THE  C.U 

u Third  Congress  of  the  Comintern  also  paid  special 

* ^ n ion  to  youth  questions.  It  adopted  the  standpoint  of  the 
Young  Communist  League  with  regard  to  t!ic  rela* 
l”c  ^ ^ *L.  to  the  Party,  declared  essential  the  suhord- 
h ari  ^ Toting  Communist  League  to  the  political 
li  ^crfs"lP  °f  the  Sections  of  the  Comintern  and  gave  an  out- 
^ of  the  extension  of  the  activity  of  the  Young  Communist 

ififJX  I?  lhZ  of.  y°uih  questions,  on  the 

eEglh  of  such  subordination. 


it 
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The  Second  Congre**  of  the  Y.C.L  was  attended  bv 
deleK.,;^  who  represented  36  Y.C.I.  Sections  with  a \3 
membership  of  600,000.  There  were  m addition  t5  dcW, 
from  six  Leagues  not  affiliated  to  the  Y.C.I.  * 

The  Congress  associated  itself  unreservedly  with  the 
platform  and  decisions  of  the  Third  Congress  of  the  Comin- 
tern and  turned  its  attention  to  a detailed  elaboration  of  the 
enlarged  youth  tasks  already  laid  down  in  the  resolution  of 
the  Third  Congress.  Questions  connected  with  the  relation  of 
the  Y.C.L.  to  the  Party,  the  economic  struggle  and  ami-mili- 
tarism were  thoroughly  discussed,  the  remaining  question} 
Communist  educational  work,  agitational  and  organisation*! 


work  among  colonial  peoples,  the  agrarian  question,  the  Com- 
unist  children’s  movement  and  organisational  questions 


were  discussed  and  solved  only  in  a preliminary  general  way. 

Of  special  importance  was  the  discussion  on  economic 
questions.  In  this  discussion,  the  demand  brought  forward 
by  the  Austrian  League  in  the  preceding  press  discussion  to 
establish,  under  certain  conditions,  for  economic  struggles 
special  youth  organisations  which  were  to  be  a link  between 
the  Y.C.L.  and  the  mass  of  young  workers,  was  rejected. 
The  organisation  and  conduct  of  the  struggle  for  the  «o> 
nomic  and  interests  of  the  working  youth  was  designated  as 
one  of  the  most  important  spheres  of  Y.C.L.  activity. 


V.  THE  Y.C.I.  DURING  THE  CAPITAL!  : 

OFFENSIVE 

The  period  of  the  development  of  the  labour  roo\e.ut..t 
which  followed  the  Second  Congress  showed  how  nece^ArJ 
the  reorganisation  of  the  Y.C.L  had  been*  The  activity  oi 
Uu-  newly  elected  and  reinforced  Rxecutive  Committee  l'  ^ . 
henceforth  carried  on  its  work  from  Moscow,  was  now  twy  mCl 
to  giving  a lead  to  the  current  work  of  the  Leagues  on  the 
of  the  decisions  made  by  the  Second  Congress. 

THE  Kim  OK  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  WAVE 

Taking  advantage  of  the  ebb  of  the  revolutionary 
tue  bourgeoisie  in  Europe  and  America  assumed  the  offen*** 
against  the  working  class.  Reduction  of  wages  and  lengthen 
ig  oi  working  hours  were  characteristic  of  this  period.  * 

reform -lI"<'ac  icrous  attitude  of  the  Social -Democrat*  «"d  the 
clormist  trade  unions,  the  resistance  of  the  worfcing-d*** 
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, „i.  everywhere.  The  result  of  thc.se  reverses 

was  broken  nearly  - interest  among  workers  whose 

atSTL* *£?- »*»  — « 

the  capitalist  offensive  and 
the  working  youth 

The  working  youth  had  also  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the 
cartalist  offensive.  In  its  ranks,  too,  a strong  diminution 
of  political  interest  was  noticeable,  accompanied  by  increased 
reformist  influence.  The  transition  of  the  youth  Leagues 
from  popularisation  of  general  political  ideas  to  defence  of 
the  immediate  vital  interests  of  the  working  youth  was,  under 
such  cireuni stances,  an  inevitable  necessity. 

IKE  TACTICS  OF  THE  PROLETARIAN 
UNITED  FRONT 

The  E.C.C.L  took  this  development  into  account  by  de- 
riding (in  December,  1921)  to  make  the  tactic  of  the  prole- 
tarian united  front  the  basis  of  the  activity  of  the  Comintern 
the  immediate  future.  The  Young  Communist  Interna- 
tional also  adopted  this  tactic  by  popularising  the  struggle 
for  the  establishment  of  the  revolutionary  united  front  as  its 
win  task.  For  the  proletarian  youth  movement  the  estab- 
■^nment  of  the  revolutionary  united  front  took  a twofold 
*QTm:  firstly,  inclusion  of  the  working  youth  in  the  general 
°*  *ke  struggHng  proletariat  (in  order  to  frustrate  the 
1°  Sr  bourgeoisie,  which  had  reformist  support,  to 
iwk-  ° ! working  youth  as  strike-breakers  against  adult 
uri/**  Sfcont^«  * co-ordination  of  the  forces  of  the  prole- 
ti  youth  movement  for  the  enforcement  of  the  elementarv 
Wooimc  demands  of  the  working  youth* 

UNITED  FRONT  AND  TIIH  YOUTH 

in  December,  1921,  the  E.C.,  Y.C.L  addressed  a 
I-abou  ^ r U*m  lo.  Comintern  and  the  Red  International  of 
itip  y r i:1!1011*  which  the  economic  demands  of  the  work* 
hid'/  h in  struggle  against  the  capitalist  offensive  were 
crta  #lhis  memorandum  was  adopted  by  the  two 

KUni  \Satlons  and  the  youth  demands  were  added  to  the  pro- 
Takers  l*lC  wolutionaiy  organisation  of  the  adult 

fifE  struggle  For  the  young  workers' 

,kl]i  CONGRESS 

*>V  ih  UItllcrmorc»  4*lc  V*0.L  participated  in  the  steps  taken 
komintern  for  the  organisation  of  an  international  con- 
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fercuce  of  the  Three  Internationals.  After  these  negotiations 
the  K.C.,  Y.C.l.  tried  to  bring  about  a similar  conference  U,': 
the  three  Youth  Internationals.  A letter,  dated  June  16 
addressed  to  the  two  Internationals,  contained,  apart  from  the 
invitation  to  hold  a Young  Workers'  W orld  Congress,  tht 
minimum  programme  of  the  joint  struggle  against  the  capi- 
talist offensive.  These  efforts  failed  owing  to  lire  opposition 
oi  the  social-patriotic  Youth  International,  which  induced  the 
so-called  “ Vienna  " Youth  International  (which  maintained 
the  standpoint  of  the  Marxist  centre)  t<>  refuse  to  co-operate 
with  the  Y.C.l.  and  to  establish,  instead  of  it,  closer  connec- 
tion between  the  two  Social -Democratic  \outh  Internationals, 
which  subsequently  took  place  under  social-patriotic  leadtr- 
ship. 

< ,KG  AX  1 SAT  ION  At.  EXTENSION 

The  Executive  Committee  worked  .s i m u 1 1 aneously  iw  the 
further  organisational  development  of  the  International.  In 
this  connection,  special  attention  was  paid  to  the  Anglo-Saxco 
countries,  America  and  the  colonial  countries.  I his  wast  -r 
piriod  of  the  final  establishment  of  the  Young  C omnium;- 
leagues  of  Great  Britain  and  the  U.S.A.  New  Sections 
formed  in  the  three  South  American  Stales:  A r gen  me, 
Uruguay  and  Bolivia.  The  Young  Communist  Lea 0 
China  and  Korea  finally  adopted  the  standpoint  of  the  • 
and  new  organisations  were  established  in  Japan, 

Africa  and  Australia.  The  first  co-ordination  of  the  espc 
cnees  on  the  basis  of  the  decisions  of  the  Second  j-onP  . ^ 
took  place  at  the  third  Bureau  Session  of  the  \.C.L,  » ’ 
was  held  in  Moscow  from  March  iS  to  25«  *9"*  . r 

devoted  first  and  foremost  to  practical  detailed  disetissio. 
the  decisions  of  the  Second  Congress.  The  measures  o 
B.C.  with  regard  to  the  application  of  the  united  front  a«. 
in ^ the  youth  movement  were  endorsed,  and  further  stcf1, 
this  direction  (formulating  conditions  of  Y.C.L.  P3 
tions  in  the  international  conferences  of  the  Comintern 
preparation  of  the  Young  Workers’  World  Congress)  « 
taken. 

_\\  ith  regard  to  industrial -trade-union  work,  the  bun. 
session  demanded  greater  activity  and  regulated  the  torni 
Y -C.L.  work  in  trade  unions.  In  connection  with  the  un» 
trom,  the  Bureau  Session  paid  special  attention  to  rjUC>t;' '' , 
conneeted  with  the  general  attitude  to  opponent  bourgeois  an 
>ocial-Democratic  youth  organisations. 
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Transition  to  Muss  Work 

titiKS  and  OPPOSITION 

T ulion  to  the  new  course  decided  upon  by  the  Second 
r Jr"!::,-;  ” !.h  forms  of  opposition  in  the  vanou* 

^ ^ The  ebb  af  the  revolutionary  wave  uas  accom 

cri- in 

£hich  also  found  an  echo  in  the  Y.C.l.  Some  leagues,  or 
stnmc  groups  within  them,  offered  opposition  to  the  carrying 
through  of  the  decisions  of  the  Second  Lkingress  (Italy,  Ger- 
mane, Austria) , or  gave  them  a wrong,  non-political  inter- 
pretation ((heat  Britain,  America).  Contrary  to  the  first 
period  of  the  Y.C.L,  all  these  deviations  were,  however,  im- 
mediately noticed  by  the  K.C.,  which  intervened  in  a guiding 
capacity  in  all  these  discussions.  Apart  from  these  devia- 
tions, the  Leagues  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  decisions  of  the 
Second  Congress,  namely,  to  capture  the  masses  by  concen- 

t rnt  1 in  i ' f 1 ll  j.i  W ln..l  i.  u ....  1 1.  n . A.  n 1 . 4 l * I T / . £ t 4? 


KF.GIXSIXG  OF  THF.  INDUSTRIAL  STRUGGLE 

In  Germany  the  League  started  a comprehensive  campaign 
against  the  introduction  of  the  54-hour  working  week  for  the 
working  youth,  which  reached  its  climax  in  a big  demonstra- 
tion on  March  26th,  1922.  In  Austria  the  League  fought  for 
ice  improvement  of  the  position  of  pupils  of  technical  schools 
ad  for  the  strict  application  of  the  legislation  for  apprentices. 
\ ?^cecded  in  inducing  the  centrist  League  to  increase  its 
activity  in  the  interest  of  the  economic  demands  of  the  work- 
■cg  youth.  In  these  s trugglcs  the  opposition  developed  within 
* centrist  League,  from  whose  ranks  new  forces  subse- 
quently came  over  to  the  Young  Communist  League.  The 
■ *e<hsh  League  initiated  a campaign  for  the  economic  protcc- 
j3*n  °*  lhc  working  youth , which  was  commenced  by  an  open 
ttter  to  iion-Communist  organisations  and  trade  unions.  A 
^milar  campaign  was  organised  by  the  League  in  Denmark. 

SUtRNGTlIE.siNG  ANTI-MILITARIST  ACTIVITY 

, I he  anti-militarist  activity  was  also  given  an  impetus. 

the  struggle  against  Fascism  the  Young  Communist  League 
"'■t-iriscd  its  organisations  and  fought  the  Fascist  gangs  in 
-erics  of  battles  with  varying  success.  The  French  League 
pvc  an  impetus  to  its  anti-militarist  activity  by  beginning 
0 organise  illegal  nuclei  in  the  standing  army.  In  Crecho- 
MovaJtia,  the  anti -militarist  activity,  which  was  formerly  of 
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a pacifist  character.  was  mvm  , • . 

twraMon  of  the  yearly  calling  op  of  rccrui'u  'ifS?  • *« 

^“cksK8mni,,g  W“  "ith  C"«»»uni« 

T1IK  BEGINNING  OP  K DUCAT  ION  A I.  WORK 

\\  ith  the  active  co-operation  of  the  F t'  *i„  . . . 

gay  rk  “>■  £■— * 

tarv^BdnMfri  lC„fi7t  Utl]C  thc  Princ,Plc  of  “ political  thmtn. 
Uryedttcation  for  all  memlxr.s  of  the  organisation  w 

introduced,  many  short  educational  courses  were  held  duriar 

the  summer  months,  and  an  international  course  for  function* 

a ries  was  also  organised.  At  the  same  time  the  League  pros 

was  co-ordinated  and  developed, 

thk  communist  children's  league 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  thc  Communist  ih;% 
dren  s movement.  On  the  strength  of  the  decisions  of  the 
t econd  Congress,  theoretical  questions  of  the  children's  move- 
ment were  cleared  up,  the  Y-C.I.  attacking  at  the  same  time, 
the  non-political  4*  humanitarian  **  education  of  children  in 
the  old  Socialist  children's  movement  and  the  pseudo- revolts- 
tmnary  methods  of  thc  radical  bourgeois  education  (self* 
development  of  the  child).  The  childrcn's-group  movement 
developed  rapidly  in  Germany,  Switzerland,  Ciecho-SkrcaiU. 
and  in  the  Scandinavian  countries,  The  first  big  nation ij 
children  s conference  followed  up  bv  1 1 1 e Second  Conference  ^ 
caders  of  children's  groups  was  held  in  Germany.  Thiscoe- 

iVas  Eroded  bv  manv  representatives  of  thc  forciya 
children  s group  movement.  The  impetus  given  to  children  *- 
Kr9uP  ^yr*4  caused  SociaUDcmocracy  to  co-ordinate  t lictr 
children  s groups  internationally, 

ORGANISATIONAL  stagnation 

In  Npite  of  this  change  in  thc  activity  of  the  Youth 
HES  orSanisational  .stagnation  set  in  in  the  Youth  Inter- 

siart£ln^HhOC'  ,Thc  reorganisation  of  thc  lx*#**  *J* 
Second  rv. n!l^  to°  ,ntc>  owing  to  the  postponement  of  **? 
Cal  intiTf^t ^riSS’  ;in* as  a result  of  thc  diminution  11 

prevent  the  .*,noiY*  t*,e  working  youth,  it  was  impossible 
lions.  *>ar^  l*lc  membership  of  the  old  org-'i01**' 

ORGANISATIONAL  DKhP.CTS 

ATOOK  ll«  c„u«s  o(  „ic  ,UgMU||B  arc  Mruin|y  .to 
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f <h*  decisions  of  the  Second  Congress  with  rc- 
the  defects  Of  the  dcci.  i from  c|caf(  points 

I*  w"?n;S  ^olution  of  ihc  Second  Congress  on  the 
ctmuincd  m t thc  factory  were  disregarded  by  the 

organisation^  nisation  rcmaincd  on  the  old  obsolete  basis 

territorial  grouping  of  the  members,  which  was  m keeping 
hTXScr  of  the  Youth  Leagues  as  political  propa- 
A***,  The  Executive  Committee  turned  its  atten- 
fion  to  this  question  in  thc  spring  of  19^2  b>'  issuing  a circular 
la  the  reorganisation  of  thc  Leagues  ” In  this  circular  thc 
principle  of  nucleus  organisation  was  fully  developed. 


VI.  THE  INTENSIFICATION  OF  THE  N 

COURSE 

THE  THIRD  CONGRESS  OF  THE  Y.C.I. 

To  correct  the  defects  of  thc  decisions  of  thc  Second 
Confess  was  one  of  the  tasks  of  the  Third  Congress.  It  was 
in  Session  in  Moscow  from  December  4 to  12,  1922.  It  was 
attended  hv  91  delegates,  representing  3S  organisations,  with 
a total  mcmliership  of  750,000.  Thc  main  point  o:  considera- 
tion and  discussion  was  thc  examination  of  thc  success 
obtained  in  the  application  of  the  decisions  of  the  Second 
Congress, 

It  was  recorded  that  thc  reorganisation  of  the  Leagues 
for  the  new  course  was  carried  through  satisfactorily  in 
general,  but  that  transition  to  a mass  organisation  had  not  yet 
token  place,  ^ & 

roil  Tic  I RAT  ION  OF  LEAGUE  WORK 

The  decline  of  political  activity  noticed  in  a number  of 
Ltiguts  in  connection  with  thc  development  of  their  activity 
^ith  regard  to  special  youth  questions*  was  condemned. 
Subordination  of  the  leagues  to  the  political  leadership  of 
Panics  does  not  mean  relinquishing  their  political  activity. 
The  whole  work  (industriaUrade-union  struggle*  educational 
*°rk,  anti-militarist  propaganda)  must  be  given  a political 

character, 

Reorganisation  on  the  basis 
0f  f actor v nuclei 

rhe  Congress  declared  that  adhcrctKe  to  the  old  terri- 
torial forms  of  organisation  was  thc  main  reason  for  the  failure 
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to  develop  mass  organisations.  Owing  to  the  inadequate 
lishment  of  the  Leagues  in  the  factories  their  social  «*n«£ 
tu»u  was  also  unsatisfactory.  Young  workers  in  heivvia 
dustry  did  not  constitute  the  nucleus  of  the  Leagues^  but 
mostly  remained  outside  the  movement.  Ltv  a detailed  e>uU 
lishment  of  factory  groups  and  reorganisation  of  the  League* 

on  this  basis,  the  Third  Congress  supplemented  the  divisions 
of  the  Second. 

THE  STRUGGLE  IOR  HCONOM1C  PARTIAL  DEMANDS  : 

THK  MOSCOW  ECONOMIC  PROGRAMME 

The  resumption  of  the  economic  struggle  by  a number  of 
Leagues  under  conditions  of  continuous  capitalist  uiletisiit 
brought  a scries  of  experiences  and  raised  new  pr<>b’.em(. 
The  Congress  drew  the  attention  of  the  Leagues  t<>  the  neces- 
sity of  resisting  the  lowering  of  the  standard  of  living  of  the 
working  youth  and  of  defending  the  young  workers  on  ill 
vital  questions  affecting  them.  This  struggle  must  Ik  carried 
on  as  a struggle  for  partial  demands  which  pursue  t revolu- 
tionary aim.  For  this  strugglct  the  Congress  drew  up  the 
fit  st  revolutionary  programme  of  economic  demands  c>:  the 
working  youth  based  on  the  idea  of  the  Socialist  rcorgiuiw- 
tion  of  youth  labour  already  begun  in  Russia.  R K3'*' 
moreover,  the  first  practical  directions  for  the  work  of  Young 
MljMMWMlt*  in  trade  unions. 

struggle  against  pacifism,  disintegration 

OF  THE  BOURGEOIS  ARMY 

1 he  growth  of  the  imperialist  differences  in  Europe  de- 
manded more  attention  to  the  anti-militarist  struggle  ire 
t-ongress  dealt,  among  other  things,  with  the  attitude  of  UHO- 
raumsts  to  imperialist  war.  The  deliberations  were  based  on 
the  instructions  given  by  Unin  to  the  delegation  to  the 
Ungreta  at  the  Hague.  The  resolution  is  directed  againU 
bourgeois  pacifism,  the  idea  of  " arbitrator!  courts/’ 

Lan<1  aKainst  ‘he  deceitful  talk  of  a “ 
aldtM-  m 2*  event  of  “obthsation  without  previous  1«« 
sKans  Uanf  Or«an’s!*tio":'l  w°rk . He  set  against  t*-* 
uf  A .sk>Kans.of  the  Y.C.I.  : disarmament  of  the  b^; 
fr.r  ,i!  ' ‘ ‘integration  of  the  bourgeois  army  and  its  coWJ»*** 

w ‘~"-tonn“lio"  *•  «r  tote  ri"1 

Y.C.L.s  under  the  oblig*^ 
g illegal  revolutionary  groups  in  the  bourgeois  army* 
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„,,T  or  THE  NEW  programme  spheres  of 

The  experience  new  draft  programme 

,om- rar 

of  sort  of  the  ) .C;1.  uerc  oca. 

,v-Jnf  the  Berlin  decisions. 

tU-ite  »/  a.  mi  MW 

lXOTHKK  REVOLV TIONARY  CRISIS 

The  period  follow  ing  the  Third  Con gross «« 
i*d  bv  another  outbreak  of  revolution  in  ^emral  Eu 
{melutiooary  crises  in  Germany,  Bulgaria  and  Poland)  and 
tur  ad  value  of  Fascism  and  rcaCbOB  (Italy  • ^!*>»in,  T 
easy,  the  Balkans,  the  Border  States)* 

KG  POLITICAL  STRUGGLES 

In  the  big  fx>lttical  struggles  which  resulted  from  this 
litnitkm  and  which  ended  in  defeats  of  the  Communist  move- 
ment and  led  to  serious  political  crises  in  the  C.P-i  the 
T.C.Ls  regained  to  a gTeat  extent  their  political  activity - 
Nu  only  did  they  participate  in  the  political  struggles,  they 
ilso  took  an  active  part  in  the  inner- Party  discussions  in 
vLkh  they  acted  as  loyal  supporters  of  the  standpoint  of  the 
i-C-L.  Neither  did  special  youth  work  stand  stiii,  consider- 
a^c  progress  was  made  in  the  anti-militarist  struggle.  I*  or 
■ ~ Srst  time  since  the  war,  the  Y.C.I.  carried  through  a big 
spinal  campaign  against  the  war  danger. 

mother  revival 

v ^banks  to  this  increased  activity  of  the  Leagues,  the 
p ^ent  through  a period  of  rapid  revival.  It  was  in 
Britain,  North  America  and  China  that  the  Leagues 
*Ttw  very  strong.  The  Scandinavian  leagues  went  through 
* *nolc  revolution  from  the  old  type  of  Young  Socialist  Parties 
^°nng  Communist  Leagues.  The  press  of  the  leagues 
^ underwent  a thorough  change  ; this  wan  the  time  when 
* l>pc  of  mass  youth  periodicals  was  created. 

***  fourth  bureau  session 

Ttic  Fourth  International  Session,  which  took  place  in 
Moscow  from  July  13th  to  aoth,  1923,  «t  the  task  of  carrying 
I*fpUgh  in  a practical  way,  the  decisions  of  the  Second  and 
third  Congresses. 
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»mcndm'"‘s  ,h'  d-f  Programme 


PRACTICAL  ANTI-MILITARISM 

. I he  resolution  on  anti-militarism  draws  attention  to  tfc<- 
i nc reused  war  danger  (Germany,  France)  and  the  threaten^ 
attack  on  Soviet  Russia,  gives  a practical  programme  lor 
securing  the  sympathy  of  soldiers  by  taking  up  their  dirut 
national  and  juridical  interests  and  gives  further  instruction* 
for  the  establishment  of  groups  in  the  army. 

PRACTICAL  reorganisation 

\\  ith  regard  to  reorganisation  it  was  recorded  that  the 
period  of  discussing  reorganisation  on  principle  is  over  and 
that  practical  transition  to  the  factory  group  basis  i> 
beginning,  which  is  connected  with  the  special  task  of  ginger- 

up  tlic  Parties  on  this  question.  Factory  group  organise 
tton  was  closely  connected  with  immediate  tasks  in  the  sphere 
of  economic  struggle  and  educational  work. 

NEW  SPHERES  OF  ACTIVITY 

For  the  first  time  the  question  of  work  among  agricol- 
tural  labourers  and  the  jxrasant  youth  and  the  question  of 
struggle  against  religion  and  capture  of  the  workers’  sport 
movement  for  Communism  were  thoroughly  discussed. 

A flagrant  defect  of  the  Bureau  Session  was  inadequate 
attention  to  the  revolutionary  crisis  which  was  maturing  i" 
Ccutrat  Luropc,  Tlic  too  broad  treatment  of  the  co-ordinating 
of  special  youth  questions  led  to  a certain  neglect  of  the  politi- 
cal perspective. 


RENEWED  POLITICAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  YAM-- 

. As  a result  of  the  sharp  accentuation  of  class  different*5 
m hurupe  (revolutionary  crises  in  Germany,  Poland  and  Hul- 

political  oj>j>osition  in  Italy p the  Labour  C^ 
- !?cnt  *n  (/reat  ,tntain)  and  of  the  political  movements 
a ere  from,  the  work  of  the  most  imjxjrtant 

a strong  political  character.  Amwnihta^ 
history  of  ^S^>^?lii®PctU8'  For  the  first  time  in  the 

scale  was  dls,1ntPKrali»8  wk  on  an  internal^ 

access  i«  iiu-  t ro^K  1 111  a Practical  manner  with 
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, . , .vstffl  OP  reorganisation  on  a 

croup  basis  was  made  in  the  most  im- 

^ & fjujtory  g^p  basis. 

porum  Leagues  w,li'r<  >/  iai  significance  through  the 

The  reorganisation  was  gwen  *l^*a  /leagues,  temporarily 

growth  of  Jly  The  growth  of  the  reaction  ex- 

« entirely,  into  ilkgar  J'.  Qcrmany  France,  Poland, 

5“  ^ 


the  fourth  congress  of  thf.  Y.C.I. 

The  Fourth  Congress  took  place  in  Moscow  from  July 
nth  to  55th,  1924.  The  Y.C.I.  had  at  that  time  one  million 

members  spread  over  60  Leagues. 

BOL&HEVISATION 

The  main  task  of  the  Congress,  whose  work  was  done 
in  commissions,  was  utilisation  of  the  political  development 
of  19:3  and  co-ordination  of  the  new  experiences  in  the  central 
slogan  Ilotshcvisation  of  the  Y.C.I.” 

THE  STUDY  OF  LENINISM 

f he  Congress  declared  that  one  of  the  chief  conditions 
f(jr  the  Bolshcvisation  of  the  Y.C.L.S  was  serious  study  of 
the  Leninist  ideas  and  permeation  of  the  entire  league  work 
V them.  The  whole  struggle  against  Right  and  lvcft  devia- 
tions in  the  Communist  movement  (Trotskyism,  opportunist 
currents  in  Germany,  France,  Bulgaria,  Poland,  etc.)  taken 
Bp  cv  rrectly  and  successfully  by  the  leagues  must  be  politi- 
**”>’  intensified  and  pursued.  Political  clarity  is  essential  for 

cofrect  definition  and  carrying  through  the  special  youth 

tasks. 

tHIFORJI  EDUCATIONAL  SYSTEM 

f ^ Leninist  educational  work  cannot  lx;  carried  on  success- 
y unless  a uniform  gradual  educational  system  is  adopted. 

Ci<XTixuatK)N  of  REORGANISATION 

Reorganisation  on  the  factory  group  basis  was  described 
as  an  organisational  condition  of  reorganisation.  Rcorganisa- 
on  such  a basis  must  make  the  factories  into  citadels  of 
Ginmunism. 
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NKW  METHODS  IN  THE  ECONOMIC  STRUGGLE 

\Vith  regard  to  the  economic  struggle  which  , 
new  Significance  after  the  setbacks,  new  dictions  u,r -Um2 
concerning  co-operation  with  the  revolutionary  trade"  unions 
ami  work  in  reformist  trade  unions.  por  practical  work  ^ 
forms  of  winning  the  masses- factory  meetings,  industrial 
campaigns,  young  workers*  conferences,  factory  nowspamf 
etc*!  were  elaborated,  " 1 ^ ’ 


THK  AGRARIAN  AND  COLONIAL  QUESTIONS 
AS  PRACTICAL  PROBLEMS 

The  question  of  work  among  peasants  and  in  colonial 
countries,  which  was  given  new  significance  owing  to  the 
defeat  in  Poland  and  Bulgaria  and  the  beginning  of  a revolu- 
tionary movement  in  the  colonies,  was  dealt  with  from  the 

viewpoint  of  the  adoption  of  new  methods  of  agitation  iad 
organisation. 


JFrom  the  Fourth  to  the  Fifth  World  Congress 


ENLARGED  PLENUM  OF  THE  fi.C*,  Y.C.l 


For  the  first  time  after  the  Fourth  Congress  an  eniargeJ 
I lenum  of  the  E.C.,  Y.C,L  was  held,  on  April  13th,  39:5* 
At  this  Plenum  a number  of  questions  were  discussed  which 
had  arisen  in  the  application  of  resolutions  of  the  Fourth 
Congress,  particularly  of  the  resolution  on  Bolshevist  ion* 
theses  <111  the  Bolshevist  ion  of  the  Y.C.l  were  adopted  in 
w iich  the  main  lines  and  concrete  tasks  of  the  Leagues  in  ^11 
sp  icrcs  of  activity  for  developing  them  in  Bolshevist 
organisations  were  formulated.  These  theses  form  the  basic 
documents  of  the  Y.C.L 

The  resolution  of  the  Fourth  Congress  on  the  ncccssib 

? _fn  slu^>F  °f  Leninism  was  also  put  in  concrete 

^jon  * ie  ^ lenum  in  a special  resolution  on  Leninist  esuca- 


T,,E  organisation  AND 
. TJtRNC.THhMNO  OK  TRADE  UNION  WORK 

tion J ^enum  discussed  a number  of 

on  a fLo™  ?f  l-bc  final  organisation  of  the  Y.CX 

tasks  in  tho  ias,s  jnd  brou«ht  up  the  following  /°ur 

<i>  AdhL„« *&,%  »»<1  industrial  activity: 

tablishtbcnt  and 
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. . r r-immicii  in  the  international 

"f5:'n',bSvy(iv)°“ranaili»''  »>  •>“  Yf'Ls  frora  gC"era' 

tradc  u:;;  0 terete  work  in  the  factories. 

l*5ff “‘plenum  also  adopted  .a  resolution  in  favour  of  the 

iot JiloLl  unity  of  the  workers*  sport  movement. 

„CRl  !N  COSFKKKSCI-  OF  TH8  EUROPEAN  LEAGUES 

In  connection  with  the  intervention  of  European  imperial- 
ism in  China,  Syria  and  Morocco,  the  Y.C.l.  organised  a 
Conference  of  the  European  Young  Communist  Leagues, 

. ..  . h,.; : i:;  Berlin  on  July  2 1st  and  22nd  In  addition 

to  a number  of  members  of  the  K.C.,  Y.C.l.  there  were 
present  representatives  of  the  Y.C.L’s  of  Germany,  I*  ranee, 
England,  U.S.S.R.,  Czecho-Stovakio , Italy,  Austria,  Hol- 
land, Poland,  Switzerland  and  the  Scandinavian  and  Balkan 
Federations. 

ACTIVITY  IN  THE  STRUGGLE  AGAINST 
IMPERIALIST  WAR  DANGER 

The  Conference  discussed  the  tasks  of  the  Y.C.l.  in  rela- 
tion to  the  war  danger,  the  revolutionary  events  in  China,  the 
Moroccan  war  and  the  preparations  of  the  imperialists  for  an 
attack  upon  the  U.S.S.R.  and  took  this  occasion  to  address 
a manifesto  to  the  working  youth  in  which  they  were  called 
upon  to  join  the  struggle  against  war  and  to  take  part  in  an 
anti-war  week  preceding  the  International  Youth  Day.  The 
gecc-ra!  task  of  the  struggle  against  intervention  and  the  war 
danger  was  put  in  concrete  form  for  each  country,  and  for  the 
i.C.L.  of  1*  ranee  in  particular,  the  task  was  worked  out  in 
connection  with  the  Moroccan  war.  A special  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  Anglo-Russian  Unity  Committee  calling  for 
a united  front  in  the  struggle  against  the  war  danger. 

ti EVOLUTIONARY  events  in  china 

The  Ilerl  in  Conference  pointed  out  with  satisfaction  the 
outstanding  rfile  played  by  the  Chinese  revolutionary  youth 
beaded  by  the  Y.C.L.  in  the  development  of  revolutionary 
tvents  in  Shanghai,  Canton,  Hongkong  and  other  centres  of 
struggle.  The  struggle  of  the  working-peasants  and  the 
student  youth  of  China  is  a sptended  jiage  in  the  history  of 
the  ' liberation  struggle  of  the  Chinese  people.  It  is  one  of 
lue  main  forces  and  decisive  factors  which  make  the  victory 
°f  oppressed  China  over  imperialism  certain. 
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\’N ITKl)  FRONT  TACTICS  : TRADE  CMOS  WEEK 

Furthermore  the  conference  adopted  a resolution  on  tfe, 
application  of  the  united  front  tactics,  criticised  the  deviation! 
* htcl>  come  to  light  and  established  concrete  instructions 
for  the  application  of  the  united  front  in  the  different  coun- 
tries. It  further  resolved  to  carry  out  an  international  trade 
union  week  for  the  recruiting  of  young  workers  for  the  trade 
unions  and  for  the  struggle  to  establish  a united  front. 


United  Front  Proposal  to  the  Y.S.l. 

OPEN  LETTER  TO  THE  Y.S.l. 

The  E.C.,  Y.C.l.  addressed  an  open  letter  to  the  Bumu 
of  the  Young  Socialist  International  which  was  to  meet  ofl 
August  .list  in  Marseilles.  This  letter  contained  the  pro- 
posal for  a united  front  against  the  preparations  for  attack  oo 
the  U.S.S.R.,  against  the  White  terror,  for  the  industrial 
demands  of  the  working  youth  and  for  international  trade 

union  unitv. 

* 


organisation  or  delegations  ok 


YOUNG  WORKERS 

At  the  same  time  the  E.C.,  Y.C.l.  proposed  to  the  Y.S.l. 
to  organise  a joint  campaign  for  the  sending  of  delegations  et 
young  workers  to  the  U.S.S.R.  so  that  the  young  workers 
of  Europe  could  become  familiar  with  the  situation  oi  t .e 
working  youth  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

THE  Y.S.l.  REJECTS  TI1E  UNITED 


FRONT  PROPOSAL 


■ i 

After  a long  silence  the  Y.S.l.  replied  to  the  open  lciwf 
of  the  E.C.,  Y.C.I,  In  this  reply  the  Y.S.l.  rejected 
proposal  for  a joint  struggle  against  the  war  danger  on  * 
grounds  that  it  had  alrcadv  expressed  its  stand  with  res'111 
to  the  war  danger  in  the  'resolutions  of  its  first  congress*- 
e proposal  for  jointly  sending  workers’  delegation!’  v'  ■' 

r nd’  °"  conduion.  however,  that  the  delegations  be  cho»» 
n full  agreement  with  the  central  bodies  of  the  countries  «** 

‘h« : V.S.I.  be  pitted  to  send 
inw  1 10  the  U.S.S.R,  of  its  own  choosing  with  its  of* 

of  th,S  t,cltKalion  be  given  the  opportur.'J-? 

Soften  C yOU"K  Mcn*hcvik8  in  the  priins  of  t* 
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m J1K5T  YOUNT.  WORKERS'  DELEGATION 

S T\\  hiic  the  Y S.I.  was  Still  preparing  its  answer,  several 
0f  young  workers  from  Western  Kurope  (Austria, 
liclcium^  Czecho-Slovakia  and  France),  including 
Soy  young  Socialists  (without  the  permission  of  their  central 
Sirs)  reached  the  U.S.S.R.  and  took  part  in  the  nnniver- 
celebration  of  the  October  Revolution  (1925)-  Mo5t  ot 
the  young  Socialists  were  expelled  from  their  Leagues  upon 

tieir  return. 

UNMIS  KING  OF  THE  Y.S.l.  MANOEUVRE 

In  its  letter  in  answer  to  the  reply  of  the  Y.S.l.,  the 
EC.,  Y.C.I.  emphasises  that  the  very  act  of  this  reply  is  a 
sign  of  the  r.idicalisation  of  the  working  masses  which  is 
furring  the  Y.S.l.  to  manrruvre.  The  Y.C.I.  is  ready  now  , 
as  it  was  before,  to  form  joint  commissions  with  the  Socialist 
youth  organisations  for  the  sending  of  delegations  of  the 
jerking  youth  to  the  U.S.S.R.,  but  it  insists  first  of  all  that 
■2c  delegates  be  factory  workers  and  elected  by  the  youth  in 
'u'f  factories  and  secondly,  it  rejects  the  proposal  to  send  a 

****?..  VS.1.  delegation,  since  objective  judgment  of  Soviet 
cc'.iditions  could  not  be  expected  of  it. 

curving  OUT  OK  INTERNATIONAL 
1WD®  union  week 

y international  trade  union  week  took  place  from 

» as  mbCr  3°th,  1925.  This  was  at  :i  time  wlten  there 

ffreat  trade  union  activity  in  the  different  countries. 

C l*,c  Scandinavian  and  Swiss  leagues,  which  had 
factor-  trndc  u,,'°n  work  to  a great  extent,  made  satis- 
4^  (si?r*s*  Other  Leagues  intensified  their  League 
njjj’ - Czecho-Slovakia)  ; the  main  detect  was  shown  to  Ik* 
ptquate  support  by  the  Party  and  the  Sections  of  the 

cat*-*  i*  as  wc^  as  lbc  inability  to  utilise  sufficiently  inter- 
«-,■  3 (meeting  of  the  Anglo-Russian  Committee, 

11  the  Amsterdam  International) . 

yekcomikg  stagnation  : march  plenum,  1026 

I*.  ^ 

tj.  f,  lts  analysis  of  the  situation  of  the  youth  movement 
tf  d* . ,num  °f  die  K.C.,  Y.C.I.,  declared  that  the  low  stage 
.•  tvclopmcnt  and  the  standstill  which  was  to  be  observed 
'■  a number  of  Leagues  after  the  ebbing  of  the  revolutionary 
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, * «t» 

tide  in  the  autumn  of  icni  had  ,i_  . . 

Great  work  had  Ix-cti  accomplished  in  drawituMKi”  ovcr™mt- 

the  struggle  for  the  united  fmnt  • ...  t’e  V^uth  into 


t •niumnnstiiv  m t riu-  n..  *t  : " 

the  struggle  for  the  united  front:  for  example  the  YcV^ 
Italy,  in  spite  of  its  position  of  illegality  had\w«  w 
ferences  in  1924  and  1925  which  were  attend^  A ,’7^ 
2,000  dclegatcs  repreBenting  more  than  50.000  young^i? 
At  this  time  the  Y.CX.  of  France  held  „ eo,,fcre«7«  S 

?*j®£  delegates  from  410  factories,  in  addition  to  conducting 
a widespread  anti-militanst  campaign  and  holding  a eew5 
national  congress  of  the  working  and  peasant  you  tin  Tht 

ii^jL  Germany  conducted  17  conferences  with  the  total 
attendance  of  1,750  representing  more  than  50,000  yonng 
workers,  in  addition  to  a lar^e  protest  campaign  against  the 
compensation  for  the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  the  tx* 
Ruling  Houses,  etc. 


NEW  QUESTIONS  AT  THE  PLENUM 

At  the  same  time,  however,  a great  fluctuation  in  the 
membership  came  to  light  and  the  lack  of  live  form-;  of 
activity  in  the  Leagues  as  well  as  weakness  in  the  work  of 
the  trade  union  youth  sections.  In  this  connection  tht 
Plenum  instructed  the  Leagues  to  adopt  new  methods  of 
work  and  de\*elop  interna!  democracy-  Furthermore!  d* 
Plenums  resolved  that  committees  of  action  of  the  youth  i* 
well  as  united  front  committees  should  be  established,  to  < 
elected  at  conferences  of  the  working  youth.  The  co-aroirp- 
tion  of  legal  with  illegal  work  in  the  countries  of  while 
terror  was  especially  emphasised, 

REORGANISATION 

; 

As  for  reorganisation,  the  Plenum  issued  the  slogan  _ 
the  resumption,  extension  and  completion  of  rcorganr 
tmn  with,  however,  the  erroneous  specification  of  a set  f 1 ' 
Certain  lessons  were  also  learned  from  past  experience.  _ 
the  reorganisation  should  not  l>e  carried  out  until  the 
groups  were  already  functioning;  fb)  the  reorcaiu^ 


, ;S1  i uiietioning  ; inf  mv  gw  ^ 

Should  be  carried  out  in  such  a way  that  no  loss  of  mem'* 


t - , , v 111  wav  tnai  in*  “ 

1 ^ ^mdd  result ; (c)  it  was  recognised  that  it  was  a 

e am  street  groups  as  secondary  organisational  uni  ts 


>ukf 


The  GENERAL  strike  in  CHEAT  iiritain 

lockiut^n0^1*01.1  B ‘-h  -tl,c  Gcncral  strike  and  the 
svmpatheacGm7  B.r,ta,n-  the.  Y.C. I.  organised  cvcry«*£ 
cV.li..vt‘  U ,*Va**.  dc*nonjtt  rat  ions  for  the  British  »lltl£ 
Folkctions  of  food,,  ,u.  The  Y.C of  Crca.  Britain  ff 
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, . (lip  ^lrike  movement,  sending  its 

Udp-fO  r'  Tt  £25*2$  -.ion  and  d.vclopmg 

XP TT inn!" Franco8.  C«Xsiovakia  and 

2s®-  fciw..  W*  *£ 

?H  ZXStlVS  action  in  aupport  of  the  Br...sh  pro- 
leUri*t  was  rejected  by  the  3 

STRUGGLE  AGAINST  THE  LEFT  DEVIATIONS  Y C I 

There  an  Enlarged  Plenum  of  the  E.C..  J 
whuh  brought  to  light  the  most  unanimous  feeling  thr™V^ 
out  the  Communist  youth  movement  in  the  struggle 
tbf-Uft”  deviation  and  the  opposition-  Ihc  licnum 
declared  that  the  political  line  and  stand  of  tlw  ^xccutive 
nembers,  Vuyovitch  and  Miklialetz,  who  had  sided  with  the 
opposition,  bad  no  support  in  the  Y.C.T.  sections  and  decided 


FURORS  IS  THE  APPLICATION  OF 
UNITED  FRONT  TACTICS 

The  results  of  the  united  front  tactics  with  regard  to  the 
Y.S.I.  were  taken  up.  In  general  it  was  considered  correct. 
At  the  same  lime,  however,  the  Plenum  pointed  out  a number 
f individual  mistakes  made  in  the  application  of  this  tactic 
k'  the  Leagues  of  Czecho-SJovakia,  Poland,  Bulgaria  and 
^tbtr  countries.  'These  mistakes  were  mostly  of  a Right 
riture  due  to  the  inexperience  of  the  leading  cadres,  and  were 
l °°t  difficult  to  overcome. 

i tFFEcrs  OF  CAPITALIST  RATIONALISATION 

For  the  first  time  the  effects  of  capitalist  rationalisation 
“the  youth  were  discussed  bv  this  Enlarged  Plenum.  I he 
l -k*l.  upheld  the  Comintern' on  this  question  and  rejected 
the  statements  of  certain  comrades  who  attempted  to  show 
'hat  the  r.*!c  of  the  working  youth  in  industry  was  falling  off 
ls  a result  of  rationalisation. 

utilisation  of  the  juncstl-rm  kxpkrtenck 

Ihc  question  of  the  legal  activity  of  the  Leagues  which 
arc  driven  into  illegal  work  was  taken  up  in  the  greatest 
Retail.  The  Plenum  resolved  to  utilise  the  experience  of  the 
^Hnatt  Jurigalunsi  for  other  leagues- 
I /flu*  Plenum  also  worked  out  Uu^  conrrcle  tasks  of  the 
Chinese,  Korean  and  Japanese  Y+C.l/s  and  adO|>tc(l  re  sol  u- 

C 


M 
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work,  *°fk’ 

2%  t:zi* ,pan 

YOUTH  COMMISSION  IN  THK  R.l.i..r, 

'vuh  I9'7  11  youth  commission  for  the  R l i t. 
Wto^CsUbllsIied  jointly  hy  the  Y.C.I.  and  the  R l'« 

ihry  representatives  of  the  Y.C.I.  and  three  from  Me 

* delegated  to  this  commission.  This  vouth 

gmmyw  toot  apoo  itself  .he  .ask  of  carryi.g  ™ 

neglected. *he  R'I  L U'  “1,cl1  has  " far  bK“  very  neb 

"KKR  °l  STRtlCCLE  AGAINST  THE  WAR  DANGER 

In  connection  with  the  crisis  in  the  relations  beUwn 
*reat  I ritain  and  the  U.S.S.R.  as  well  as  the  increased  pre- 
paration for  an  imperialist  attack  on  the  U.S.S.R,,  the  Y.C.I. 
tarried  out  the  first  week  of  struggle  against  the  war  danger 
and  intervention  in  China  and  for  immediate  withdrawal  of 

a droops  and  warships  from  China  and  for  the  Chinese  ard 
Russian  re  volution  s . 

At  a result  of  the  weak  international  education  in  a 
number  of  Leagues,  this  campaign  was  successfully  carried 
out  on!\  hv  the  trench*  British  and  Italian  Leagues. 

BRCARl Nr.  OFF  OF  ANGLO- RUSSIAN  RELATIONS 

it  Prov°ca ti ve  attitude  of  ihc  British  ( lovcnt incut  ^n*j 

breaking  off  of  relations  with  the  U.S.S.R.  was  answer^ 
> t c \ .C.L  of  Great  Britain  and  the  L*Y.CX.StU. 

ll,l!  working  youth  calling  upon  thein  te 
gt:  t against  the  threatened  attack  on  the  Soviet  l r.i* :' 

B'l.Y  1927 

uprising  of  n Austria  took  a most  active  part  in  • c 

annum  and  t*  \lc,llia  Proletariat  issuing  the  slognus:  di*# 
police  struoc-t  SSf  Ull?n  PMoiit  organisations  and  tb< 

declaration  5 *w  Peasants^  government. 


and  dccl.ir.7r',,  7 , ,orktrs  and  peasants’  govern^™- 
information  on  ?»,  1 ,c  ^c,,cral  Strike.  At  the  verv  hr* 
~»n,r£ “"a™;  „*£„ «*"«»  j»  Vienna,  .he  Y.C.I-  to  >" 

«'»8*les  of  the  ^Vienna  "workwaf  °Utl‘  *°  su|,por'  ,hC  h"”' 
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. jMnhiersary  oj  the  Stuttgart  Congress 

rh,  7 \nitwth  Anniversary  vj 

* ' (/IflgllSf  26- 2bf 

yHF  TWKXTIF.TH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THK 

FromeIS°st%^lMo  SeptemilTr  7th  (International  Youth 
Div)  a great  propaganda  campaign  vva^carricd  °n  lor 
punx.se  of  showing  the  working  youth  that  the  \ .C.I.  was 
the  onlv  representative  of  and  successor  to  the^  International 
Alliance  of  Socialist  Youth  Organisations  winch  was  founded 

« - - e f X _ _ _ _ _ n/eft 


CnNT.JiFSS  f>K  THK  YOVSC  FRIENDS  OF 
THE  SOVIET  UNION  (KOVKMHBR,  1927) 

The  Tenth  Anniversary  of  the  October  Revolution 
brought  a stream  of  youth  delegations  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
who  organised  a Congress  of  Young  Friends  of  the  Soviet 
Vnion  in  Moscow,  The  congress  drew  up  a statement  in 
which  it  declared  that  the  cause  of  the  working  end  peasant 
youth  of  the  Soviet  Union  was  the  cause  of  the  proletariat 
°f  the  entire  world,  and  pledged  itself  to  devote  all  its  forces 
to  the  interests  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  Congress  was  attended  by  more  than  Bo  representa- 
tives of  20  different  countries  : in  addition  to  England,  Ger- 
many, Austria,  France,  Czecho-Slovakia,  Switzerland, 
Sweden,  Norway  and  Belgium,  there  were  representatives  of 
countries  under  the  white  terror— Poland,  Lsthonia , Finland 
^nri  Italy — and  for  the  first  time  from  Asia — China  and 
Mongolia — as  well  as  South  America  Brazil,  Argentine  and 
hniguay.  Communists  (1A7)  formed  less  than  halt  oi  the 
^legates.  In  addition  to  the  Communist  delegates  there  were 
7 young  Socialists,  a members  of  Christian  youth  organisa- 
and  the  remaining  delegates  were  iioii*Pnrty.  1 wo 
young  Social -Democrats  reported  on  " The  W ar  Danger — the 

Soviet  Union  and  the  youth," 

:UtKT  INTERNATIONAL  ORGANISATIONAL 

conference 

The  First  International  Organisation  Conference  in 
Berlin,  in  January  iq^S,  dealt  in  detail  with  the  reports  on 


*'  ' SHORT  IltSTOltV  OK  Till-:  Y.c  I 

(111-  organisational  situation  of  the  different  i 
i-Micd  the  following  general  directions  to  the  1^2?  *n,, 
whole:  overcoming  the  mistakes  and  defects  olihf  V * 
tho  faolnI>’  groups  an, I utilisation  ,,f  their  W°rl£  ,a 

cnees;  effective  application  of  the  line  baid 
workers  in  the  most  important  factory  groups-  the  pi*?"* 
Possible  activisation  in  all  lid, Is  of  work.  Or^nis^tmSal  ^ 
fere, ices  were  stated  to  Ik-  the  most  impoS^mc^ 
enliven  1 np;  organisational  work,  doing  a wav  with  defect? 
utilisation  of  valuable  experience  and  following  ()1C  ]jRc  A 
heco~,nR  orRanisationallv  rooted  in  the  hie  factories 

The  Plenum  of  the  F.C.,  Y.C.T.,  in'  February,  roiS 
(Moscow),  fully  approved  of  the  policy  of  the  I..Y.CXSI* 
in  its  struggle  against  the  opposition,  and  supported  the 
resolutions  of  the  ‘Fifteenth  Party  Congress  of  the  C.P.S.F. 
aiul  the  E.C.C.I.  Plenum  on  this  question. 

UCK  OK  PROPORTION  BETWEEN  POl.tTICAI. 

\NI1  ORGANISATIONAL  IN  Ef.  FENCE 

The  Plenum  considered  that  t lie  most  outstanding 
feature  of  the  present  situation  in  the  Communist  youth 
movement  is  the  lack  of  proportion  of  the  growing  politic! - 
influence  of  the  V.C.L.  over  the  working  youth  and  t.'ie 
organisational  strength  of  the  Y.C. I.  sections.  A steady 
growth  of  the  membership  is  observed  by  the  Plenum  in  euh 
two  Leagues-— the  Swedish  and  the  Creek  leagues. 

CRISIS  OF  THE  Y.C. I, 

The  Plenum  emphasised  the  chronic  crisis  of  the  V.C.h. 
the  sharp  falling  off  of  its  membership.  Furthermore,  it 

terminated  the  tasks  of  the  Y.C. I/s  with  regard  to  the  oppose 
ion  in  the  Socialist  voutli  organisations  and  in  connection 
vith  the  struggle  against  the  so-called  I,cfts.  A great  ci«- 

Y carricd  on  in  the  mass  organisations  of  tbr 

tJ*n«  y°nth  against  the  attempts  of  the  Y.S.I.  >o  bnnK 
them  under  its  influence. 

In  th'I  ^MMISS,ons  SECTIONS 

™ ™*  WtMW  unions 

tJu'ZZS}*  "?ion  the  Plenum  proposed  that  theft 

«P  S*  union  SSl  uS *£>  * ft 

vountf  tradf*  iinien  a - , • "Jtn  the  factory  youth.  1 , 

the  various  trade  unions,  * must  tlo,d  special*  conferences  ,n 
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. . ...  _n.i  VOutli  committees  as 

To  describe  youth  union  youth  work  in  themselves 

rfrolut ionary  forms  " tr‘™* “ a;  necessarily  reactionary 
jwi  to  f*>nMlkr  > ou.  incorrect  There  is  no  fundamental 
form*  of  this  «ork  " ’^0£ct[otl  which  works  on  a revolii- 
differepce  between  - lljtjOI,arv  vouih  commission  which  is 
dowry  bans  *n(i  * ^ flic  proposals  for  establishing 

sptciiM’oath  trade  unions  were  rejected. 

THFVCl  IN  THE  INNER-PARTY  STRUGGLE 

In  die  four  rears  since  the  Fourth  eon^ss  th«e 
ten  a number  of  problems  and  questions  of  dispute  in  the 
nrioa  s Parties  of  the  Comm  uni  st  T ntern  at  tonal . M i th  regard 
to  these  questions  the  Y.C.I.,  with  the  help  and  syppo 
the  Executive,  almost  always  supported  with  all  its  forces  tite 
correct  standpoint,  the  standpoint  of  the  Comintern.  1 »ti 
maid  be  seen  in  Germany  with  the  appearance  of  the  open 
letter  of  the  Comintern  against  the  Ruth  Fisher  line,  in 
France  in  a struggle  against  the  Right  liquidators  and  the 
uhra-Ivcft  renegades,  in  Cstcctao-Slovakia  during  the  so-called 
Babnik  crisis,  and  in  all  other  countries.  The  Chinese  Y .C.L. 
immediately  adopted  the  resolutions  of  the  Seventh  Plenum 
of  she  Y.C, I,  and  with  all  its  energy  carried  on  a struggle 
to  apply  them  to  the  Chinese  Communist  movement.  As  a 
*fcole,  this  period  shows  a strengthening  of  the  political 
activity  of  the  Young  Communist  leagues. 


VIII.  TRANSITION  TO  MASS  WORK 

FifOt  IForJd  Congress  of  the  Y.C.I.  ( from  August  20 

to  Sept.  18,  1928) 

The  Fifth  Congress  was  attended  by  140  delegates  with 
* decisive,  and  121  delegates  with  a consultative  s*ote.  The 
£.*h  World  Congress  of  the  Y.C.I.,  which  followed  the 
'-ixth  Congress  of  the  Comintern,  gave  a thorough  summing 
of  the  work  of  the  Y.C.I.  between  1924  and  1928,  and  laid 
f-owu  further  tasks  in  all  spheres  of  work  on  the  basis  of 
tenner  experiences. 

THR  ORGANISATION  At.  STRENGTH 
°F  THE  Y.C.I,  IN  1928 

. At  the  time  of  tlic  Congress  the  Y.C.I.  had  43  Sections 
with  2,157,2^2  members.  It  has  organisations  in  alt  parts 


3 A SHORT  HISTORY  ok  T I IK  v c , 

Of  ll»c  world,  and  is  therefore  a real  w,U-l  . 
nation,  the  leader  of  millions  „f  vounTSfSS?*^ ««*^ 

ni  the  struggle  against  capitalist  onorcssinn^5!  a"‘  **““«» 
L haraeteristic  of  the  position  and  work  of  tW  y 
fact  that  nearly  half  its  Sections  are  iiw,i T ' C'1-  » 
Sn,s  the  V.C.I,S  wfc 

r Apjirt  from  these  Sections,  there  is  a whole  scries  o'  w 

r;1”’;;:  t™™!  . «*,  «m  **)  i&j 

**e®Rncs.  1 hese  organisations  have  67,06s  manors. 

t c . H.  * ' V’'’1''.  *U*  (loes  enormous  work  in  the  haildin? 
t VC>c,'lllsln'  for  1,10  Permanent  improvement  of  the  position 
°*  the  young  workers  and  peasants  and  their  active  parting, 
tion  in  economic-cult  urn]  construction.  A considerable 

r.iri’0^llv  °fthc  Russian  working  youth  is  organised  in  the 
b -C.L.,  winch  lias  now  2,030,000  members. 

THK  POSITION  OK  THE  WORKING  YOUTH 

The  relative  stabilisation  of  capitalism,  increased 
political  oppression  and  worse  economic  conditions  for  t!w 
working  youth  through  capitalist  rationalisation,  were  accom- 
1 . new  and  very  difficult  conditions  for  the  work  < 

the  European  Y.C.T/s.  Their  main  task  became:  dmggh 
*?r  ,^ie  P°^ itical  and  economic  cverv-day  demands  of  the 
working  youth,  capture  of  the  non-Party  and  Social-Dtiro 
c ratio  young  workers  for  the  united  front  in  the  struck 
against  the  effects  of  capitalist  rationalisation,  new  forms  of 

!113sS,  vv'°rk  and  mass  mobilisation  were  successful! v applied 
by  the  Y.C.L's. 

the  crowning  r&l,K  of  the  youth 

The  Congress  met  at  a time  when  youth  questions  h'1 

w-ITTi*  an  ,mP°rtaiit  problem.  Characteristic  of  the  situation 

’c.  Kr°'vmg  r61c  of  the  youth  in  the  process  of 

strnr.r  1 V*  c avs  s,ruKRh’,  as  well  as  the  exceedingly*  h'"° 

captu  ret  fK’l,uecn  **'«  bourgeoisie  and  the  proletariat  for  tf 

bourgeoisie  Thc  »«w»sed  war  preparations  of  * 

the  deeiciv  r 11x1  !*  to  Pa>’  special  attention  to  the  youth 
decisive  factor  m the  coming  imperialist  war. 

SnrSAT,°N  *f>F  WORKING  YOUTH 

w.or««,  its  at  t ^vi  t™ ' i nc^n 1 ' a"  thc  woricin*E  y°tt*\S2 

Hlv«n  an  impetus'  M i1*  revolutionary  spin!, 

important  rj£  hJ’X  } *;  "OW  !t  fs  Paying  mi  increasing 

«*<-  in  tli«  various  struggle/  f}lc  bourgeoisie  * 


trying 

irootii! 

twinry 


10  cooolcnc 


, <j(oKT  HlStORV  Oh  Tllh  \ -C.  ■ 

...  nf  this  revolutionary  spirit 
ter  act  the  ^^/.^^dpressurc  on  thc  rcvolu- 


£ the  militarisation  ana  youth  organisations  01 

pnrpo*  a 'fsl  to  Social-pacifist)  is  being  con- 

m ions  kinds  <*«>'»  1 ®*f  “lh  1 uth  under  the  influence  of 

stmaed,  in  order  to  put  ^n  i n Qf  the  Ixmrgeoisie 

jmftSS;  «!•"  y.s.i.  u **bm  *»  imp°runt 

auxiliary  role, 

IHF  POLITICAL  LISE  OK  THE  CONGRESS 

Thc  Y.C.I.  Congress  made  thc  estimation  of  the 
political  situation  by  the  Comintern  Congress  its  own  , n 
Srried  through  its  work  on  thc  line  laid  down  by  the  Sixth 
Congress  of  the  Comintern  and  made  the  same  main  tasks 
—struggle  against  the  imperialist  war  danger,  for  the 
defence  of  the  Soviet  Union — thc  basis  of  its  entire  work. 
Jn-t  as  thc  Comintern  Congress,  the  Y.C.l.  Congress 
declared  that  thc  Y.C.l.’s,  too,  must  carry  on  a more 
energetic  struggle  against  Social -Democracy  and  that, 
through  capitalist  stabilisation  and  the  reformist  split  offen- 
sive, thc  danger  of  Right  deviations  is  the  main  danger  also 
ia  thc  Young  Communist  leagues,  and  that  an  energetic 
struggle  must  be  carried  on  against  the  Right  danger. 

TliK  COMING  CONGRESS  oS  THE  VOXTTH  QUESTION 

The  Sixth  World  Congress  of  the  Comintern  instructed 
ihe  \ .C.I.  to  elaborate  the  question  of  the  tactic  and  methods 
® of  the  Y.C.l.  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  necessity  of 
■>  ’drier  capture  of  the  working  youth,  more  varied  methods  of 
recruiting  and  n more  vivid  and  active  reaction  to  thc 
witioniic,  general  cultural  and  theoretical  needs  of  the  work- 
youth , while  preserving  at  thc  same  time  the  character  of 
the  Voung  Communist  Leagues  as  political  lighting  organisa- 
tK^v  ®*rauhancously,  the  Comintern  Congress  instructed 
|“e  ^ -C.I.  to  adopt  more  youth-like  methods  in  it-,  work  and 
0 struggle  against  the  idea  of  a second  '*  junior  Party.* ’ 

' •''SATISFACTORY  DEVELOPMENT  OK 

Ta*  movement 

1 he  Y.C.l.  Congress  had  to  record  that  the  general 
development  of  the  movement  is  unsatisfactory.  The  neecs- 
Sary  change — real  transition  to  mass  work  has  not  vet  taken 
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* OF  TFIK  V * * t 

l>la>v,  and  not  a «ing|c  i . ' ' ' 

has  the  mcnhi’rsl.  o !..'"a's  0.r«»"'*»>ion. 


'■as  tin-  „u ..nbEsh  p ItolTSg 

elusion  K7.!;  YS|?  ft?  “*  >*'"  bS.gh,'^? 

insignificant  Hardly  anywhere  hn«  *i  ) pnu  » 
young  agricultural  ’ labourers  on  *0r)j  l*cn  *«  amooj 
membership  is  considerable  and  svLvtiJ1?*  °*  * 

per  cent.  (i  sometimes  reaches  70  to  So 

general  siUution  wM c h S<j  ^ ^ i h ou ^ ° ° ****  “ ** 

development  of  the  movement  Tw'  favourabIc  to  '<* 

sought  in  the  work  -f  1 1 * J,hcse  >»»■*  must  hi 

m me  work  of  the  Leagues  themselves. 

tUN'DAMENTAL  I>EFKCTS 

?«^C'rl.0n^CSS  declared  the  fundamental  defects  to  be: 
„i  . „ lc  f«qwm  substitution  of  mass  work  by  talk 
' . 1 ,ass  work,  inadequate  political  activity  of  the  Leagues, 

•specially  with  regard  to  thorough  defence  of  the  interests  of 

.in,  V°.r . youth  (“  youth  jiolicv  ”)  ; inadequate  activity 
and  initiative  of  the  rank  and  file 'which  are  still  limited  » 
considerable  extent  to  their  own  organisation. 

U>)  Inadequate  «*  youth-like  ” methods  of  work  in  ike 

.eagtu'..  imitation  of  the  Party;  superficiality,  agitationl 
P SCf'  °S>  • hectoring  methods  and  even  a certain  amount  of 

which  IS  frequently  noticeable  in  the  $V5tein  of 
JeJt  .*  j J'C3K^cs ; relies  of  Social -Democratic  habits  c* 
. inadequate  work  with  the  functionary'  cadres, 
mi  - i<a.  ®f  concentration  in  the  work  of  enterprise  and 
... ' V1  "r^3:  . ations ; especially  inadmissible  inadequacy  pf 
tA\  v-radc  ur,ious  and  sport  organisations. 

’ on*appIication  of  the  system  of  auxiliary  organ1* 

^uotis.  * 

auestlrtl?r«r0rC’  main  point  with  regard  to  work  was  the 
work  mul  m work,  critical  investigation  of  the  former 

the  mass  of  *1 ! 1C**S  ofwork  from  the  standpoint  of  capturing 

^iXS!  work W 


^feSiwsjcs's  & ^tssatt  ,w‘«5 


t SHORT  hisTi*RY  ‘ ’'y'1  ^ Jeeisivciv  and  Tom- 
u-_  must  os'ercome,  neciw"-1/  “M 

am  <>*  ■***?:''?  ” r membership  which  st.ll  prefers 
,*tcl > , the  — 5 1 circles  instead  of  carrying  on  the 

?£!>£  Maen.lv  dangerous  but  neces^rj  work  among 
J6^! ‘ *fi  pvcrv  member  of  the  organisation  must  be  made 
; d work  in  a faetory.  a workshop  or  trade 

*2®f  stK>r,  organisations  and  in  the  army  and  navy. 

0,1  This  work  unfct  lie  systematically  conducted,  the  methods 
coctinaallv  improved  and  the  experiences  made  the  property 
of  all.  Moreover,  all  active  comrades  must  be  given  every 
leritimit.  Not  through  orders  and  circulars,  but  by  actual 
t-d  concrete  example  must  functionaries  encourage  self- 
activity,  initiative  and  energy  among  the  rank  and  file,  direct- 
t!:i<  energy  into  the  most  important  channels  and  towards 
the  mod  decisive  points. 

Only  by  such  means  will  it  lie  possible  to  effect  a real 
change  in  the  Leagues,  only  on  this  condition  will  the 
V.C.L’s  become  a source  of  energy  for  the  revolutionary 
struggle  of  the  working  youth  and  an  organisation  which  co- 
ordir.itcs  all  the  elements  over  whom  it  exercises  influence. 
This  is  the  line  advocated  in  general  already  in  the  decisions 
. dft  Sixth  Congress  of  the  Comintern.  It  is  in  this  spirit 
teat  the  task,  must  be  set  for  the  Y.C.I.  as  a whole,  and  for 
iu  individual  Sections  in  the  immediate  future, 

. * '1US  the  Fifth  Congress  thinks  that  with  regard  to  the 

,l  , ma*n  point  is  to  overcome  seclusion  in  our  ranks, 
ouglily  to  change  the  orientation  of  all  members  and  to 
e every  individual  member  more  active. 

!!*l'C<‘U:  AttAINST  THE  IMPERIALIST  WAR  DANGER 
Tt,E  «<»ST  DtrORTANT  TASK 

firing?6  CCntrc of  die  whole  work  of  the  Y.C.J.,  as  a political 
~^Jer  ti  or®in*ia^on  °f  the  youth,  must  l>e  the  struggle 
r-irtipm  ?*^Cn-tra^  s^°Kans  of  the  Comintern,  as  well  as  active 
ihe  ni  , -on  Comintern  campaigns  and  actions.  But 

•11  oiv”  im*lortant  political  task  of  the  movement,  to  which 
Wtr  .ers  nmst  be  subordinated,  is  the  struggle  against  the 
0Wj  at.1?cr’  ^ the  defence  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
”***  c°l°nial  slaves.  Therefore,  anti-militarist  work 
_ receive  special  attention  in  all  Young  Communist 
ind  war  danger  is  the  main  question  at  present, 

u must  govern  the  whole  activity  of  the  Y.C.I. 

(j.  j the  same  time  the  Y.C.L/s  arc  confronted  with  the 
* °*  rousing  the  mass  of  the  working  youth  for  the  struggle 

D 


taimi  capita  1 is^ra Hmiallsat ion  ZJia  f**{* 

-liUBKlcs  of  the  working  youth  i„  vv.rv'  •» 

moke  energetic  struggle 

AGAINST  OlTK  OPPONENTS 

These  two  important  poli tical  tasks  of  the  Y C \ , 

ti,  1 > , t,h  orRanisatioits,  as  well  as  wide  app]int£?5 

the  united  front  tactic  from  below.  PP  ^ ®* 

THE  QUESTION  OF  AUXILIARY  ORGANISATIONS 

• 7 *u,  901?,]ess  advocated  wide  application  of  the  “ uaus- 
mission  belt  (trade  union  youth  sections,  Young  Red  Krc-t. 
cultural  and  educational  societies,  economic  organisations  < i 
Hie  working  youth  and  the  1 ik e „ under  the  influence  of  it* 
YtCX.)*  With  the  help  of  these  “transmission  belts," 

A ,C.L,s  must  recruit  new  members.  Thereby,  the  Con* 
K*ess  corrected  the  decision  of  the  Second  Congress,  which 
had  rejected  such  auxiliary  organisations. 

THE  WORK  IN  COLONIAL  COUNTRIES 

T he  Congress  designated  as  one  of  the  most  important 
t;isks  of  the  movement  the  establishment  of  Y.C.I-.s  in  all 
colonial  countries,  first  and  foremost  in  India.  Only  in  i^1- 
lated  cases,  chiefly  in  backward  colonies,  can  wide  nation*!* 
revolutionary  youth  organisations  he  established,  provided 
the  leading  role  devolves  on  the  Y .CX» 

The  Congress  referred  to  the  prominent  political  nu-an- 
111 K of  the ‘work  of  the  Y.C.L  in  the  colonics  and  dtduc 
that  the  Y.GX.  of  China  must  continue  to  receive  full  M*p- 
port  from  the  Y*C.I.  Furthermore,  work  among  negroc^ 
must  l>c  organised  on  a large  scale.  The  Congress,  to  n 

made  the  Y.CJrf,s  of  the  imperialist  countries  respon- 
sible for  the  work  of  the  Y.CX-s  in  the  colonies  of  these 
countries. 

The  STRUGGLE  AGAINST  THE  RIGHT  DANGER 

T*fe  Congress  also  pointed  out  that  the  evcr-Kro^fj 
.KK  e ^PHUst  Social -Democracy  is  leading  to  a sene' 

m /,r0m  ,tW  I^ninist  tine  in  the  Communist  «**; 

ter  these  deviations  arc  mostly  of  a Rin!lt  char* 

stJuvole  .Kress,  urRefl  •*»  I-caRues  to  carrv  on  an  energy 
S JL  Ra,?St  danger’ Which  is  at  present  the 

mam  danger  to  the  Comintern.  B„t  the  Y C.I.  must  earn 


* SHORT  HISTORY  OF  THE  V.O.I.  43 

. the  stnififilc  also  in  its  own  ranks,  because  also  there 
J t^,und  exists  for  the  Ripbt  danger.  In  the  Y.C.L.s  this 
mostly  takes  the  form  of  under-cstimation  of  the  war 
. ,„OTr  nerlert  of  international  obligations  and  also  of  pro- 
" u of  depoliticisation  of  the  youth  movement,  of  making 
!■  altural  and  educational  work  the  chief  activity  of  the 


THF.  PROGRAMME  OF  THE  Y-C.I. 

Just  as  the  adoption  of  the  programme  of  the  Comintern, 
the  adoption  of  the  programme  of  the  Y.C.I.  is  a landmark 
in  the  history  of  the  revolutionary  labour  youth  movement. 
It  was  the  main  task  of  the  programme  to  give  a full  and 
fundamental  picture  of  the  r<*1e,  the  tasks  and  the  struggle  of 
the  Y.C.L’s  in  the  epoch  of  world  revolution.  The  pro- 
Knmme  of  the  Y.C.I.  is  the  programme  of  the  tasks  of  the 
working  youth  in  the  struggle  for  the  world  dictatorship  of 
tbe  proletariat.  The  Young  Communist  International  is  a 
■ fL°n Comintern  and  this  means  that  the  programme 
| wtbc  C.I.  applies  to  it  as  well,  that  that  programme  is  also 
its  programme.  Therefore,  from  a general  viewpoint,  the 
programme  is  a document  which  defines  the  special  tasks  of 
.*  *orkifig  youth  and  of  the  Young  Communist  I^eagm*  in 

Yr  l™  ■ C ^°r  ^onitTltln^sm-  But  the  programme  of  the 
' - ' Tlnt  on|y  3 summary  of  the  programme  of  the  Com* 
- * ls  International,  From  the  standpoint  that  we  arc  an 
rc  j n?*  !0Tla  organisation  and  that  the  young  person  who 
mmtriUrfPT^1Snimc  *s  no*  always  acquainted  with  the  pro* 
wit K i ^ ° * the  range  of  questions  and  of  work  dealt 

zrimtn  °'\r  *>rr>firan,,ne  the  whole  world.  Thus,  the  pro- 
vanVtt-C  j ?ws  concrete  understanding  for  the  numerous 
J ot  situations  in  the  different  parts  of  the  world. 

^MISSION  ok  NEW  sections 

irjcr  World  Congress  the  admission  of  the  follow - 

lcw  Actions  was  confirmed  : Australia,  Persia.  Palestine, 
orea.  and  Syria. 


LENGTHENING  THE 


E.C.,  Y.C.K 


Also  at  this  Congress  the  growing  tasks  made  it  nccc*. 

nie  lncrcas€  the  number  of  E.C,  members.  Fifty-five 
a ^hers  and  thirty-two  candidates  were  elected  at  the 
congress. 


*arv 


